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7 ROT ESTA NT 44 
WHEREIN + 1 


map ploily ſee che Erconreof thei Church! 9 
ancdl the Truth of the Roman Catholic. 


Which is divided into ſeventeen Chap- 
ters, containing the principle Points in D D 
5 pute between C atholichs and Proteſtants, 
and all proved by their own Bible, 
for the ſatifaction of thoſe that 
deſire to imbrace True 
* 


— 


N 5 3 the Seriptares , * . yen ns Aa finde 0 
eternal 5. 


6686 — 


„ 5A tt 
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printed at Paris, inthe Year, 1662, 


Mungſt all the AA. zue, ebat. at- 
tend aur Humant Frailty there 
is none to be ſo much bewailed, as 

which renders u wiſe then beaſts, and | 
deprives us of that felicity for which we 
were ¶ reated, which was to fill ap the 
and ſo have been happy to all eterait) : the 
verity of this will plainly appear, when 
we conſider the madneſs of this our pre- 
as Children do Milk from their Mothers 
Breaſts ; and unadviſedly repel Truth, 
as one would do 4 Serpent that attempts 
them to Happineſs , and bug the Preach- 
ers of their Miſery , that imbratt all 
kindes of Novelties , and kick againſt 


To the Reader 
A 
the ſtupidity of our mindes, 
glorious places” of the Lapſed tags, 
ſent Age, where People ſuck in Errour, 
their ruine ; they biſs at thoſe that invites 
A2 ancient 
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ancient verities ;, that cry out the Bible, 
the Bible, and jet believe nothing iu it, 
more then their own Fancies diftate to 
them: Nom that theſe people (of which 
there is too many) may a little ſee, and 
know their own Errours , 1 ſhall in this 
following Diſcourſe, prove that their own 
Bibles, which thty pretend to confide in, 
bot h is, and ſhall be, their aſſured Judge, 
to condemn their erron cons opinions, as al- 
ſo their guide (being rightly under ſtood) 
to the knowledge of the Truth; as alſo 
make it appear, that all the chief points 
of Religion, which Proteſt ants deny, and 
Rowan Catholicks practice, is N and 
commanded in their own Bibles, by 

which will appear with what partial eyes 

they have looked upon Scripture , that 

read it over ſo often, and cannot ſee thoſe 
places which pointeth Gods Church , and 

the Faith thereof ſo plainly to them; for 
it is indeed with theſe. hinde of people 
4s it is with the Fews to thu day, who 
though they read in the Old Teſtament the 
Prophecies which -plainly foretold (hriſts 
coming, his Life, and dolorous Death, yet 
are ſo blinded with unbelief , that they 
caunot uuderſtand the ſame; ſo all that 
are 
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are now ont of Gods (hurch., read and - FE 2 


tumble over the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, and yet cannot ſee the plain places, 
which all Chriſtians are bound to believe; 
under the peril of damnation; and all © 
thus is, becauſe men have pre ſumptuous 
mindes in truſting to their own under- 
ſtandings , and will not relye on Gods 
Church, which plainly ſhews them to her 
Members, when none elſe can, becauſe ſpe 
onely 1 guided in all truth, by the Holy 
Ghoſt, to the end of the world. All theres 
fore that I ſhall deſire of every Proteſtant 
Reader, is onely this, that he minde and 
lock, cloſely to every Text of Scripture 


here quoted, and what is ſaid , with an 


impartial eye, and obſerve well how Scri- 
pture and reaſon concur in the truth of 
what is treated F, concerning our Faith 
(which is ſo much ſlandered by their 
teachers aud ot hers) for though it be light» 
ly made on by ſome, yet they ſhall one day 
finde, that the diligent ſearch after trath 


was one of the main things for which we 


were ſent into the world: which truth bes 


ing practiſed in Gods Church, « here 
plainly proved; which though not deli- 
cately dreſſed with crafty Sentences, bat 

"Ay | in 


| 
| 
. 
N 
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Io the Reader. N 
in poor and ſimple fle, may 1 hope pro- 


duce the defired effect, for which it was 


intended; that 1, that all deceived people 
may finde the way to Gods (hmreb , that 
all Ignorance and Errouts 1 47 barifh- 
ed, and Truth take place; that true Re- 
ligion may flouriſh, .45 4 greew Bay- Tree, 
and Hereſies and Fatlions wither as 
Plants without rain; that living all our 
lives in communion with Gods Church, 
we may at laſt enjoy that bleſſed end, for 


which we were created. 
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Catholick Mirrour. 
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8 Chap I. 


This is to prove the Verity of the Bleſſed 
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
our Saviour, and that it is really ſo, 
contrary to Proteſtants Opinion. | 


| He Misbelief of theſe times is 
ſuch, that it may give a juſt 
gaſtoniſhment to all true Chri- 
ſtians; eſpecially when they 
conſider how little Faith many have in 
this moſt Bleſſed Sacrament: and that 
there is no one thing our Bleſſed Savi- 
our did ſo much inculcate to us (in his 
whole life) concerning any point of 
Faith as this; be very well knowing 


A 4 the 


ſmallneſs of our Faith: it is in Ho- 
may plead no excuſe by any miſtake of 
one place alone; and-firſt you ſhall ſee 
gured to us in the Old Teſtament, by 


pbets, as in Exodus 16. 15. concerning 


ay The Catholick Mirrouy: EE | 
the greatneſs of the Myſtery , and the 


* 


ly Scripture often mentioned to be 
really wr and Blood, becauſe v 


how this Bleſſed Sacrament was prefi- 
che holy men of God, and his Pro- 


the Manna which came down from fat 


Heaven to the Iſraelites to feed their las 


Bodies; ſo that foretold of this Spiri- vit 
tual Manna which feeds our Souls: for vit 


ſhould not this Bleſſed Sacrament be of [| 


greater value then Proteſtants make of im 
it, who ſay it is barely Bread, anda J“ 
Figure onely of Chriſt his Body, then J“ 
this Manna, which was indeed a Figure, J“ 
would be of greater validity then that 
which it prefigured , which is veryab- 
ſurd to think. A ſecond Figure we 
finde in Scripture, is that Holy Bread 
of Propoſition, or Shew-Bread , which 
becauſe it was a Figure of this moſt Ho- 
ly Sacrament,was to be made and eaten 
with ſuch purity; that none but ſancti- 
fied perſons was to eat of it; to — 
| | * Wit 


The Catholick Mirrour. 
ith what purity and reverence: we 
ought to approach theſe Holy Myſte- 
ies. The third Figure in Holy Writ is 
the Paſchal Lamb, an eminent Figure Exod. 12. 
of this Sacrament; wherein you may v. 3. 4,5, 6, 
Jobſerve what Ceremonies God exaRed &c. 

from the Jews in the eating of it , al- 

though but a Type of this: from 
whence we may gather, that this which 

IChriſt hath Inſtituted is to be had in a 

far higher eſteem amongſt Chriſtians, 
a5 requiring greater Faith in the belie-. 

Jving of it, and reverence in the recei. | 
ving. The fourth Figure was the Ark, Exod. 25. 
whereof the Holy Doctor Saint Tho- 10. 11,12. 

Inas ſaith, That even as the Ark was 1. 2. q. 

* made of the Wood of Sethim, that 102. ar. 
*is, of pure and ſhining Cedar; even 
* ſo the Body of our Lord conſiſteth of 

* moſt pure Members. Again, the Ark 

* was gilded both within and without, 

* the which gilding ſignifieth the Wiſ- 

* dom and Charity of Chriſt our Lord. 

in the Ark were three things. 1. 

“There was a golden Pot, wherein 

was kept Manna, and was a figure of 

*the Soul of Chriſt, which containeth 

* all plenitude of SanRity and Divi- 

5 e nity, 


24. 2. 2.There was the Rod a: 2 7 


ſignified the prieſtly 
hrift ; and as the Ark op 


the Tabernacle covered with a vai, 


even ſo Chriſt lyeth hidden in this 


Nat. 26. v. 


26.27, 28. 


* Divine Sacrament , under the Forms 
« and Accidents of Bread and Wine 


which we muſt diſcover with the eyes: 


of Divine Faith , according. to Saint 


Paul, That Faith is the ſubſtance of 


things hoped for, the evidence of things 


not ſeen. 3. There was in the Arke hel x 


two tables of Stone, to figaiic chat 


th 


Chriſt hould be a Law. -piver ; and yo 
this being one of his greateſt Laws, .to 


believe in him, let us take him at his Ig 


word, and thank him for ſo great a 


good , , as is this pure Sacrament of his c 


Body and Blood. I ſhall now begin to] 
forſake the Shadows , and let the Sun- 


ſhine of our ha ppineſs appear, inclear- 


ly proving by the Holy Word of God, 
that we now injoy in reality what they 


did but prefigure to us. And firſt from Ig. 


the words of Chriſt himſelf, by Saint 


Matthews Goſpel , where he faith in li 


private to bis twelve Diſciples onely; 


T ake, eat, this 15 m) Body, and drink 3e I 


all 


AN 


F; ee this u my Bleed , he names 8 
Pere no Figures, but in plain tearms, 
This 14 my Body; and had not our Bleſ- 
l; ed Saviour meant what he here ſaid, he 

Srould have expounded his words, bath 
Tor the benefit of his Apoſtles, and all 
"Is beſides, who have no better aſſu- 
Fance in any thing (for our ſalvation) 
then his word, which is truth it felf. 

be fecond Text is from Saint Marbs 
Goſpel, where he faith , Chriſt oak 
Pread and bleſt it, and (aid, Take, eat, Mark 14, 

this i my body , which ſhall be giuen fir“ 22. 33» 
ahn; and ſo of the Cup, he ſaid to **: 
oſchem, 7his is my Blood of the New Te- 
ament which ſhall be ſhed for zus; now -.. 
"Jl. leave it to all reaſonable Chriſtians 
s (chat are not partial to their own 
Pouls) to conſider, whether Chriſt did 

onely in Figure give his Body to dye for 

us, and his Blood in Figure to be ſhed, 
lor his real Body and Blood: if he gave 
Ithem really for us to death, he faith 
here, that this is that Body, and that 
Jlame Blood in this Sacrament; ſo that 

to deny this, is to giye our Bleſſed Sa- 

viour: the flat lye; and in efuſing of 

Chriſts words here, may as well _—_ 

hands 
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Luke 22. 
V. 195 20. 


John 6. his Maſter, where he ſaith , That thelſ, 
» bread which I will give is my fleſh; whic 


v. 50, 51 
Fe, &c. 


Saviour who came into the world to 
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hands, and bid adieu to all points pre 


Chriftiar/Faich; for that Saint am 
his Apoſtle ſaith, That he which break -- 
one Commandment is guilty of all; 
meaning, inthe not believing. of on. 
he may as well not believe any. O 
Saviour to confirm to us, what he toll D 
us by the two precedent Apoſtles, hat 
inſpired Saint Lale to publiſh thi 0 
great myſtery, where in the Text you; 
may finde the ſame words recited, as wa 


60 


before by Saint Mark; but above all * 
you ſhall finde the beloved Diſciple, 


more ample in declaring the words off, 


I will give for the life of the world: now: 
the Jews wanting faith (as too many 
now adayes do) ſaid, as Hereticks now, 
do, How can this man give us his fleſh to 
eat? not underſtanding what manner! 


: 
| 
| 
Chriſt meant to beſtow it on us. Our | 
lead us into all truth, would have open- 
ed undoubtedly his meaning to them, 
if he had had any other; but he was ſo 
far from ſhewing any other meaning 
of his words, that he reiterates them 
= over | 


/ 


Y . TheCatbolick Mirrour. 

oer and over again , ſaying , Except 
"Shox eat the Fleſh of the Son of man and 
is 9714 his Blood Je have no life in you 3 
ad ſo proceeds in the confirmation of 
bat he ſaid before: and which is very 
remarkable, his Diſciples which follow- 
"Wed him, and had frequently heard his 
Doctrine could not comprehend how 
Ibis great myſtery ſhould be brought 
eo paſs; ſo diſtruſting his Godhead, 
(wherein his power lay to accompliſh 
i) They went away (ſaith the Text) 
nd walked no more with him. By which 
Wevery Chriſtian may. cafily underſtand, 
chat if our Saviour had not meant what - 


Ver. 60g 
61. 


*A he ſaid concerning this Sacrament, he 
* ary not have ſuffered his Diſciples - 
h 


'J which he loved ſo .welk, to have gone 
Ty] away and left him; but would have 
eben, as he did at other times when 
be ſpake parables, expounded the 
meaning: but you ſee he had no other 
| meaning, for he ſweetly complains to 
the others, and wi ye alſo go away; but ver. 67, 
St. Peter anſwers for them that ſtayed, 
To whom ſhall we go, thou haſt the words 
[| of eternal life: ſo that we may under- 
and that they believing in his words, 
75 ſtayed 


Ver. 68, 


The Catholick Mira? 
ſtayed” behinde with him, and would] f 
not leave our Saviour as the reſt did 
therefore it concerns every Cheiſti 
as they tender their ſaſvation , to con 
ſider what bath — ſaid by our Ble 
ſed Saviour concerning this grand Mys 
ſtery of Chriſtian Religion, and noi 
„ any more to queſtion Cbriſts meaning | 

for ſince we know , he hath often ſaid, 
ies his Body and Blood, and we like 
wiſe know that it was in his power td 
make the Bread and Wine ſo, by hit 
Divine Benediftion : there remains 
nothing for us to doubt, but to bums 
ble our Spirits, in ſubmitting to ou 
Bleſſed Saviours Doctrine, and to ſay 
as Saint Peter did, Lord, 2 baſs the 
words of eternal 52 And that yon 
may in this great point of Faith, re- 
ceive further ſatisfaction, I ſhall reduce 
to your memory the opinion of Saint 
Paul, who you ſhall ſee verifies what 
5 hach been ſaid before; for faith he, The 
; Cor. 19. Capof bleſſi mg which we bleſs, ut not. 
16. the Communion of the Blood of Chrift ; 
| and the Bread of bleſſing which we break, | 
z5 it not the Communion of the body of 
Chriſt ; he names no Figures here, nor 
fancier 


( 
: 
t 
i 
11 
! 
of 
| 
| 
| 


P 


, | The Catholick Aimar. 
d] fancies of we know not what, but of 
of Communion of Chriſts ſacred Body. 
and Blood : who came into the world 
WI to aboliſh all Figures, and out of his 
| goodneſz to leave us his divine 
felf for the conſolation of our fouls. 
And for our further aſſurance, Saint 
Paul in his next Chapter treateth more 1 Cor. 11. 
[1 amply and telleth the manner of the 
| inſtitution, as you may read in the pla- 
es cited in bis Epiſtle, where likewiſe 
ii be faith; That by frequent partaking 
of the Body and Blood: of Chriſt, we 
{| ſhew forth che Lords death. Perhaps 
ej] fomewill anſwer, it is meant for a re- 
membrance of his Death; and of them 


ad immenſe 


I would demand, what better memo- 
rial can there be of any perſon , then 
to, have the ſaid perſon preſent: for 
example, when our Saviour appears 
ed to Saint Thomas, and ſhewed him 
his ſacred wounds, then he remembred 
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«24325, 


6,27. 


him, and cryed, Ther art my Lord, John 20. 


and my God? and ſo it is frequently 27, 28. 


amongſt friends, that hath been long 
abſent, that are forgot one by another, 
till frequent. converſation reduces to 
their memory the knowledge of each 


other, 


a Fx 
40 


The i ie. 


other, and do commonly ſay in ſuch | 
caſes, O! now I remember you. So |. 


by frequent Communion with Jeſus 
Chriſt in the Sacrament , we have the 
beſt memorial his goodneſs could 


leave unto us. Again, he ſaith, That 
whoſoever eateth and drinketh theſe my. 
ſeries #nworthily, eateth and arinketh }| 
his own damnation, not diſcerning the 


Lords Body; fo that by theſe words it 
is plain, there is a Body to be diſcerned 
by the eyes of our Faith; and as plain, 
that damnation would not follow by 


eating bare Bread and Wine. From 


theſe ſo evident places of holy Scri- 
pture, I hope every good Chriſtian will 
be induced to the belief of this great 


Sacrament, and no more queſtion the 
works of God, but conclude with that 


holy man, Thomas de Kempei, That 


* if the wonderful works of God were 


* to be underſtood by our reaſon, they 
** could not be ſaid to be wonderful and 


* anſpeakable, Thus have I ſhewed 
the truth of this Sacrament by the Pro- | 


teſtants own Bible, which though ic 


work not my deſired effects in the be. 
lief of it, yet I hope it will reduce them 
Sets | to 


* n ä * * 
* 3 


The Catholick Mirriar, | 
to a more charitable opinion of us, who 
think our ſelves bound to believe it, 
becauſe it is inferted in Holy Scripture , 
according to that of our Saviour, 


Search the Scriptures , for therein you 
fred n eternal life. 


3 —— 


Chap 2. 


Proving Sacramental C onfe ſſion, both by 
Hol Scripture, and Reaſon; ; an 
the Opinion of Proteſtants. 


J Ad we the prudence of our Pre- 
deceſſors, in ſubmitting our 
Judgements to Gods Church, both as 
concerning this verity, and all others; 
we ſhould not have fo much peeviſh 
wrangling continually as we have, in 
Points of Faith; but contrariwiſe we 
ſhonld joyn hand in hand in one uni- 
form Doctrine of Chriſtian 624 jg 
but being far from chat happineſs, i 
this age we are poſſeſt with quite hag 
trary, for every one will be his own - 
Judge, and paſs ſentence ; though it be 
againſt Scripture and Reaſon too: hs 
2 this 


12 


_ rity of every Age, (which might eaſily 


Mat. 3. | | 
My came from feruſalem, and fudea, and 


tbis will plainly appear, when we conſi. 


Sins. Now to evade this Text, 


know the truth; for St. John knew, and 


Te Catholick. Aar 


der that Confeſfion hath been the pra- 
ctice of all Ages ſince Chriſt to this day. 
Iſhall not need to produce the Autho- 


de done) it being out of my deſign; + 
becauſe it is ſo plainly commanded in 

Holy Writ, which ought not by any 
that profeſſeth himſelf a Chriſtian to 


be denied: and if not ſo, of neceſſity 


to be put in practice. The firſt place [ 


ſhall prove it from, is out of the Goſ- 


pel of Saint Matthew; who ſpeaking 
of Saint fohys Baptiſm , ſaith, They 


were Baptized of him, confeſſing their 
the 
Proteſtants ſay , That the people con- 
feſſed themſelves in general to be ſin- 
ners. But how poor this ſhift is, let 
every one judge, that hath a minde to 


we all know. that every man in general 
is a (inner without their ſaying ſo, but 
the Text faith, They confeſſed their ſins: 
which plainly argueth every ones parti- 
cular fins. Again, you (hall ſee what 
another Evangeliſt ſaith to the ſame 

| pur. 


/ 


The Catbolick Mirroar, = 


purpoſe; And there went ont to him all Mark 1. 


the land of Fudea, and they of Feruſalem, 
and were all baptized of him in the ri. 
ver of Jordan, confeſſing their ſins. It 
may juſtly bring an: aſtoniſhment on 
the ſouls of true Chriftians, to conſider 
that thoſe people which ſay they will 
yaa eee we the Bible, yet when 
they come to the touchſtone of it, will 
believe nerer a word more then what 
their own fancies. pleaſe, But now as I 
have ſhown you how this was practiſed 
amongſt the Jews in our Saviours time, 
ſo now you ſhall be ſhown how Chriſts 
Apoſtle, from him, doth command the 


ſame. Saint James ſaith, Confeſs jour James 5. 
fins one to another; and in all reaſon and v. 16. 


duty, ſince it is thus commanded, we 
are bound under the penalty of damna- 
tion, to do all the commands of the 
New Teſtament, at leaſt, to believe them 


to be lawful. Many examples of this 


practice have we in the Old Teſtament 
commanded by God himſelf, as in 


Numbers, be ſaith, That if any man Numb. > 
or woman had committed any fins, that v. 6.7, 


then they ſhall confeſs their [in , and he 
ſhall recompence his treſpaſs committed. 
5 B 2 $0 


14 


The „bat Ares: 


Ja Sam. 12. So David uſed Confeſſion to Nat han 


V. 13. 


the Prophet; and if there were no 
Scripture at all, Reaſon might tell us, 


that it is a Divine Inſtitution: Firſt, in 
regard of the goodneſs that is in it ſelf; 


for we finde nothing more repugnant. 


{ Heb. 13, 
7. 


to our corrupt natures, then to confeſs 

our ſins to a Prieſt: from which we 
may gather, that the more it is againſt 
our ail natures, the more it hath con- 
formity to Gods will; in regard, by 


ſad experience we all hinde, bow difficult 


it is for us to comply with Gods will, 
in thoſe things that concerns our ſalva- 
tion. Secondly, The thought of con- 
felling our ſins to a Prieſt oftentimes 
hindecs our deſign , in committing ſins. 
Thirdly, by confeſl] ing our fins to a 
Prieſt (co whom God hath given our 
fouls in charge, and muſt give an ac- 
count for them) he knows what ſins we 
are infected with, and knows the better 


what Doctrine to preach to us, for the 


remedy of our ſpiritual diſteinpers : 
And can any reaſonable man think, 
that if it were not a Divine Law, that 
fo many Emperours, and Kings, and 


Princes as are, and have been, would 


ſtoop | 


The Catholickh Arrogr. 6 

ſtoop on their knees to a poor Prieſt in 
a gray courſe Gown,to make their Con- 
feſſion? No, we may well imagine 


they would not (being men that com- 


monly follow the dictates of their own 
will) did not their conſciences tell them 


it was from God, and not of mans in- 


vention. Now by this you may plain- 
ly ſee what reaſon the Catholick 
Church hat h to propole Confeſſion to 
her Children; and likewiſe what mad- 
neſs *cis for Proteſtants and others to 


impugne ſo naked a Truth, and ſo good. 


a principle of faith as Confeſlion is. 
My advice therefore is to all, that en- 
joy not this benefit, That they would 

beſeech the giver of all goodneſs, to 
unite them in communion with his holy 
Catholick Church, and make them obe- 


dient Members thereof, if they expect 


ſalvation from his hands; according to 
that of Saint Auguſtine, That he 
that will not acknowledge the Church 
** for his Mother, cannot Jawfully call 
God his Father: and that out of the 
Catholick Church there is no ſalva- 
tion. 
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| Chap. 3. 


Proving Purgatory , or a temporal ſatiſ- 
faction to Gods Fuſtice for our fins com- 
mitted here, againſt the Belief of Pro- 
reſtants. 


D. we not by the irregular paſſi. 
ons of our mindes throw down 
Reaſon, the Queen of our ſouls, and 
{et up an Idol in her place, called Opini- 
on, we ſhould with much facility im- 
brace this verity ſo long practiſed by 
Gods Church; though it were for no 
other reaſon, but becauſe it is practiſed 
there: but ſince nothing but Scripture 
will ſerve the turns of many in the 
world, ] ſhall plainly ſer it forth by 
that rule; that they may have no excuſe 
to deceive themſelves : But firſt it is 
neceſlary to let you know, that as God 
hath theſe two Attributes, (to wit) 
Mercy and Juſtice; ſo he is to have 
them both ſatisfied. As to the firſt he 
ſatisfies himſelf in pouring down his 
Spiritual and Temporal Bleſſings into 
our Souls and Bodies, for the N 
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both. And the ſecond muſt be ſatisfied, 
either in our doing or ſuffering accord- 
ing as our ſins deſerve. Agreeable to 
this truch is that ſatisfaction which 
God hath required in Scripture ſo of- 


ten: for example, that of our firſt Pa. Gen. 3. 


rents; for ſo ſoon as they had abuſed 
the mercy of God, which placed them 
there, preſently hisJaſtice enpected ſatis- 
faction by repelling them from thence ;; 
and yet for that ſin, many thouſands 
have, and ſhall be damned: and for 
the lins of the world, we know Gods 
Juſtice was ſo urgent for ſatisfaction, 
that he drowned the whole world, ex- | 
cept thoſe in the Ark: he ſatisfied his 

Juftice alſo many times in the pnniſh- 
ing of the Iſraelites in the d-ſert; and 
for the fins of Corah, Dathan, and Abi- 
ram, we all know what ſatisfaction 


God gave to his Juſtice, when he cauſed Num; 16. 
the earth to open and iwallow them up v. 31. hy” 


alive. Now is it not ſtcange to think 
how little reaſon we have to flatter our 
ſelves as we do, and think we ſhall get 
to heaven in a dream, without any ſa- 
tisfaction on our part at all. If we did 
but truly conſider our own ſtate, we 
B 4 ſhoul 
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ot have ſo good an opinion of 
out ſelyes as to think God ſhould pu- 
niſb-ſo many to ſatisfie his Juſtice; and 


* 
2 Sam. 12. 
: ver. 10. 


— 


3 "I Ver, 14, 


Sam. 24. 


I a 46. &c, 


| ould not h 


we ſhould ſcape ſcot- free: Nay, thoſe 
whom he dearly loved, as Aoſes in de- 


riving him of entrance into the land 
of Promiſe. - But more to our purpoſe. }: 


is that of holy David, where for his 
fin with Bathſaba, God told him the 
Sword ſhould never depart from his 
houſe. Now here Davids (in was par- 
doned (as to the eternal puniſhment) 
but yet Gods juſtice requiring from him 
this temporal ſatisfaction, as the ſword 
cleaving to his houſe, and the death of 
of his Childe. A plainer place cannot 
be to prove what is here treated of, and 
1 hope it is good Scripture : But to let 
you ſee further, that you may be totally 
undeceived, conform to this place, is 
another concerning the ſame man; 
where for his ſin in numbring the peo- 


14.15, ple, though God told him (by the Pro- 


phet Gad) he had pardoned him his ſin; 
yet he to ſatisfie his Juſtice cauſed his 


Angel to deſtroy ſeventy thouſand of 


them, which to Davids heart was a hot 
Purgatory , or temporal puniſhment. 
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Thus yon ſee many time God hath been 


| pleaſed to be ſo favourable to ſome of 
his deareſt friends to purge them here 


(by the ſire of tribulations) as Adam, ; 


| Moſes, and David, with many others 
which might be ſhown ;- but this to rea- 
J ſonable men will ſuffice , ſince it is fo 
plain by the holy word of God: And 


now it will concern me to ſhew you (by 


the fame word) that there is a tempo- 
_ral-puniſhment- , or Purgatory after 
death: I will onely give you thisreg- 
ſon for it before I quote my Te, 
which is, that ſince there be many ſer- 
vants of God which dye unpuniſhed 
here in this life , for their fins commit- 
ted, and ſo have not ſatisfied Gods 
Juſtice, muſt of neceſſity do it, by be- 
ing purified before they can go to hea- 
ven; for the Scripture ſaith plainly, 


that no unclean thing can enter in 


there; and if ſo, we may ealily judge, 
how unclean thouſands are which dye 
Chriſtians, and in communion with 
Gods Church, but yet not jump jult to 
heaven, but are purged by fire. 


And to fatisfie you in this, you muſt 


obſerve what Saint Paul ſaith in his 
Epilile 
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Ver. 15. 


1 Cor. 3. Epiſtle to the Corinthians, where firſt; out 
Y. 12. * he tells us the different ſorts of works, Ithi 
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by the ſimilitudes of Gold, Silver, pre... in 


cious Stones, Wood, Hay, Stubble, and 
then how this fire ſhall pn them; for 
ſaith he, Every mans works ſhall be made 
manifeſt , and the day (of our Lord), 


ſhall declare it, becauſe it ſhall be reueal. 


ed by fire, and the fire ſhall try every 
man, work of what ſort it is. Again, 
_ he, If any mans work ſhallbe burnt, 


he. ſhalt ſuffer loſs, but be himſelf ſhall be | 
aved , yet ſo, 47 by fire; by which it is | j; 
plain, that we muſt paſs through this 


fiery cryal (before we get to heaven) ei- 
ther by great croſſes here in this life, or 
elſe in the purging place of the life to 
come. It would be worth our time, did 


we but ſeriouſly conſider, how that ma- 


ny perſons which have been the dearly 
beloved friends of Chriſt have had in 


this life the greateſt ſhare of temporal 


puniſhment , as his ever Bleſſed Mo- 
ther ( chough I will not ſay for her ſins) 
the twelve Apoſtles, and many thou- 
ſands of Martyrs , which have ſatisfied 
Gods Juſtice, with the loſs of their 
blood; and * we now adayes hug 
| | our 
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The Carbolick | Mirrour, * 
our ſelves in a ſottiſh ſecurity , and 
think we ſhall be conveyed to heaven 


in Beds of Roſes; as if God were ſo 
partial to mankinde to puniſh thoſe 
that were good and holy, and ſpare us 


that have much more deſerved it. But 


L 


now again to the Scripture , to let you 
ſee what our Saviour faith , concerning 


paying our debts to God, and remiſſi- 
on of ſins in the next life; as in Saint 


Matthew, he faith, We ſhould be at Mat. 5. 
agreement with our adverſary, leſt he de. v. 27. 

liver us over to the Judge, and the Fudge 
| throw us into priſon , from whence we 


ſoall not get ont, till we have paid the at- 


| woſt farthiug. Now in reſpect of our 


ſins, God is our adverſary , and if we 


agree not with him here; that is, to 


ſatisfie his juſtice by Alms. deeds, tears, 
and ſuffering in this life , he will throw 
us into the priſon of Purgatory , till 
we have ſatisfied the debt there. Again, 


faith our Saviour, Whoſcever ſpeaketh Nat. 12. 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall never be par» . Ids 


doned in this life, nor in the world to 
come; by which it is plain, that as 
Gods juſtice is ſatisfied here by the par- 
don of (ins, ſo there is (ins to be par- 
EET). 5 doned 


doned in the life to come, which muſt 
be in Purgatory ; for out of Hell is no 


, redemption, nor no expectation of pat- 
don of fins. Did there not want a 


right underſtanding in the hearts of 


men concerning Scripture, there could 
not be ſo much errour and blindeneſs in 


the reading of it as there is, for all 


thoſe places which plainly ſhow Chri-; 


ſtian Religion, and the Catholique 
Faith, are paſt by, and no more minded 
then if they had no relation to Gods 
word at all. If moſt Proteſtants that hap- 
pens to read this book, ſhould but ex- 
amine their own conſciences, they 
could not but confeſs that moſt places 


here cited (to prove our faith) was ſo 
lictle taken notice of, that they knew - 


not whether they were in the Bible or 
no: And now after all theſe Texts here 
mentioned out of holy Weit to prove 


this point, if any Proteſtant will or 


can ſhew me but one place in all the 
Bible, that any one went, or was con- 
veyed to Heaven, as ſoon as they dyed 

I do aſſure them I will (as once | was) 
be of their Faich; but if they cannot, 


chen are they obliged in conſcience to 


believe 
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believe what is ſaid, or be guilty of In- 


fidelity to God and his Holy Word : 
and to the intent that I may plainly diſ- 
cover the errour of choſe that believe 
there is, nor before Chriſts coming was, 
any other places then Heaven and Hell 
after death; it is my purpoſe therefore 
in the next Chapter to prove that there 
is a third place wherein the Fathers of 
the New Teſtament were, which could 
not obtain Heaven till Chriſt had ſhed 


| his Blood for them; according to that 


of Saint Paul, ſpeaking of the Faith 

of thoſe holy men; yer he faith, Al Heb. - 
theſe having obtained a good report, by v. 39. 40. 
faith , received not the promiſe (which 

was Heaven) God having provided ſome 


better thing for iu, that they without u 


ſhould nat be made perfect. But the com- 
mon objection and deceit againſt this, 
which rakes ſo much is, that Chriſt hat h 
ſatisfied Gods Juſtice for our ſins, what 
need we do any thing at all; and this 
is the uſuall juggle of thoſe that teach 


d gainſt this point of ſatisfaction; but 


we are to conſider how far Chrifts ſa- 


tis faction extends to us, that is, he dy- 
ed for the pardon of our original ſins, 
| ang 
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(though they be the eaſier pardoned by. 


the merits of his Death too) for if all 
our actual fins were pardoned and ſa- 


tisfied for, by the Death of · Chriſt, why 


then all Heathens, and Turks, and 


Whoremongers, and Murderers, and 


Blaſphemers 'ſhould be ſaved; which, 
Saint Paul ſaith, Shall never enter into 


the Kingdom of Heaven; ſo that this 


is but a trick of our Adverſaries ma- 


king the people believe that they attri- 


bute all to Chriſt, when indeed, if juſtly | 


conſidered , they load his (houlders 
with their actual ſins, that hath ſuffered 
enough already for our original ones ; 
and fo they would fain free themſelves 
from all kinde of ſufferings ,. here and 
hereafter ; when our Saviour ſaith, We 


cannot enter into life eternal without 
much tribulation ;+ but as ſaid, God is 
merciful to ſave, ſo he is juſt to puniſh , ' 


and it is not good for us to preſume too 
much upon his mercy, leſt we fall into 
a provocation of his Juſtice, and ſo pe- 
riſh everlaſtingly. And ſince it is ſo 
plain both by holy Scripture and Rea- 
ſon, that there is a purging place, or 

tem- 
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and not for our actual tranſgreſſions, 
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temporal puniſhments in the life to 
come (proportionable to every ones 
ſins) let every man conſider what obli- 


pation he hath, firſt, to believe it t&þe : 


ſo; ſecondly , to live ſo holily in this 
life, that God may be pleaſed to ſpare 
us, by extenuating our ſufferings in 
thoſe purifying flames , agreeable to 


| that of B. St. Bernard; Oh would to 


* God ſome man would now before- 
. hand-provide for my head abundance 
of water, and to mine eyes a fountain 


of tears; for ſo haply the burning 


ce fire ſhould take no hold, where run- 
* ning tears had cleanſed before. 


©. 
— 


Chap. 4. 


Redemption by his coming. 


Proving that none of the Holy Fathers 
of the Old Law enjoyed Heaven till 
Chriſt came, and that there was a di- 
ſtinct place where they waited for their 


Serm. 6. 
tribulat. 
in ſine. 


D Eaſon doth tell us, and experi- 
ence will juſtitie the ſame, that all 


the glorious and ſplendid things of this 


world 


. 
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have ſo poor and beggerly apprehen- 


ſions of heavenly glory, as to think it 


—_— 
— 


requires no difficulty, no patience, 


nor no ſuffering to obtain that nas 4 7 
| of 


dom; the contrary will plainly appe 


when ] (hall prove by Scripture, that no ; 


foul from Adam till Chrift dyed , en- 


joyed heavenly Glory, but ſuffered - 
with long patience and expeQation, till | 
they were redeemed by the precious 
Blood of our Saviour, and fo freed 


from their long captivity ; conformable 


to Saint Paul, who writing of our Sa- 
4. Viour Chriſt, ſaith , When he aſcended 
up on high, he led captivity captive , and 


gave gifts unto men. And again , Now 
that he aſcended, what is it, but that he 
deſcended firſt into the lower parts of the 


earth, Now I would from theſe words 
have every Proteſtant conſider theſe 


two things: Firſt, to what place Chriſt 


deſcended after his Death: and ſecond- 
ly, who they were that he led with him | 
captive at his aſcenſion from that place. 7 
| 18 
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world are obtained with much difficulty | 
and travel, ſo that ſcarce the tythe. |. 
part of men have the fruicionof them: 
and is it not to be lamented, that we | 


The 6 allet E voy 


Ae is clear. 0% J Chriſt s that Chriſt 
did not 44200 to the Hell, Hof the dam. 
ned, to releaſe them from any captivity; 
for as I ſaid before, there is no redem- 
| prion for them: what other thing can 
de concluded, but that he went do ri 
leaſe them which could not be favedril ol 
then; for is it not madneſs, Ten 
that any people went ta Heaven before 
© Chriſt bad redeemed them with his pre- 
cious blood.; next you, ſhajl ſae what: 
4, Peter ſaith concerning this point; 7 r Pet. 3. 
| " Chriſt a 710 o hath once {uffered far ſins, The 
| j#ft for the unjuſt, that he might bring tus 
t God, being put to death in the Fleſb, but 
quickned by the Spirit: by which alſo he 
went and preacht unto the ſpirits in priſon, 
Now what can be deſired more plain 
then this, ſhowing: ſo plainly , that 
when Chriſts fleſh lay dead , his ſpirit 
preacht to thoſe that were long i in ex- 
pecting of him in a. priſon, ro them 
that ſighed ſo long for his coming: the 
ſame did the Prophet Zachariah fore- 
Behold, Zich. 9. 
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Ver; 18. 
Ver. 19. 


tel, where ſpeaking to Sion, 
| ſaitir he, thy King cometh, he. 15 jnſt,and ated 
| having ſalvation, lowly, and riding Por | 

\ an A, and upon a Colt , the foal. 
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e Aſs : here he ſpeaks of Chrifts coming; 


Ver, 31, 


Article 4. 
of our. 
Crecd, 


diculous it is to think Chriſts ſoul ſhould | 
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and in the other verſe, As for thee alſo 
7 the blood of thy Covenant, 1 have ſent 
5 


th thy priſoners out of the pit wherein 


was no water: Now what pit can this 
be imagined to be, but this place where 
theſe holy men were, in which he pro- 
pheſies , that Chriſt at his coming to 
Sion would deliver them out; and if 
we confider this point as we ought to 
do, we ſhall finde it to be an Article of 
our Creed; which ſaith, He deſcended 
into Hell , the third day he roſe again: 
Now ſome object, by this Hell is 
meant the grave, but how abſurdly let 

every one judge, that conſiders how ri. 


remain in the Grave, bis Body we grant 
did ſo , but his glorious Spirit went to 
perform what before had been ſaid of 


dim, according to his own moſt bleſſed 


words, when he ſaid, That 25 Jonas was © 


three dayes and three nights inthe belly of 


the whale, fo hall the Son of man be 
three dayes and three mphts in the heart 
of the earth: ſo his body, as I ſaid, was 
in the Grave, and his Soul in the other 
place, which is commonly called Hell, 


> 
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(becauſe it is believed to be under the 
earth as the Hell of the damned is.) 
Now this place may ſuffice to any rea- 
ſonable Chriſtian, yet I ſhall propoſe 
one or two things more to your conſi- 


derations, as firſt concerning Laxarus, Jobn 11. 
who was dead and buried four dayes, v. 42, 45. 


and was raiſed to life by our Saviour: 
I hope none will ſay he was in Hell 
with the damned; and had he been in 
Heaven, you may be ſure his Sifters bad 
a better ſenſe of that Glory, then to 
wiſh him upon eatth again; and if be 
had been in either place, we know there 


is no coming out, as Saint Lake faith, Luke 16. 
ſpeaking of Dives and the other Lac 16. : 


7:44 ; fo that we muſt conclude his foul 
co be in that temporal Hell , ſpoken of 
in our Creed, or no where at all: and 
Holy David cryes out to God, ſaying, 
Thou wilt not leave my ſoul in Hell, for 
Lord thou loveſt me, &c. Now this may 
be objected two wayes againſt Prote- 
ſtants: Firſt (that if it meant the 
Grave) what ſhould his ſoul do to be 
left there: And ſecondly, if it means 
that temporall Hell (as undoubtedly it 
doth) then it plainly ſhows that his ſoul 

C 2 was 
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was there, becauſe it ſaith, Thos wilt 
not leave it in Hell: We may gather 
much to our preſent purpoſe from the 
laſt: Text mentioned in Saint Luke, 
where Dives being in Hell lift up his 
eyes and ſaw Abraham afar off, and La- 
⁊arus in his boſom , which plainly 
proves Abraham and Lazarm not to 
be in Heaven; for could the damned 
in Hell ſee the Saints in Heaven, it 
would be no Hell to them, ſince the 
ſight of Heaven is fo glorions, it would 
take away the ſenſe of Hell, and ſo make 
them happy in that unhappy place. 


Again, if Abraham had been in Hea- 


ven, according to Proteſtants opinion, 
they could not hear one the other 
ſpeak, being at that vaſt diſtance as 
Heaven and Hell is; for they ſay how 
can the Saints hear our prayers on 
earth, much leſs (if not ſo) could they 
hear them in Hell. We may again ob- 
ſerve that the place where Abraham 
and the Fathers were, was not far 
from the local Hell of the damned, but 
(as St. Auguſtine ſaith, The upper part, 
or over it ſome diſtance; where holy 


ver. 26, Abraham. ſaith, there was a gulf that 


ſe Pa- 
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ſeparated the paſſage one to the other, 
becauſe they could both ſee and ſpeak 
one to the other. And thus, having 
made it ſo manifeſtly appear I hope 
none that profeſſes the truth of the Bi- 
ble will now any more defile their ſouls 
with envy to the holy Catholick 
Church, which teacheth all truth, and 
nothing but the truth (if. you had but 
as right an underſtanding of all that 
is there taught as you have of this) but 
be rather induced to the practice of it, 
and with Saint Auguſtin, to conclude, 


*« Whois there but an Infidel, will deny Auguft. 


99. Ep. in 


* that Chriſt was in (this temporal) 
“Hell. | 


— 


Chap. 5. 


Proving that Angels, and Saints in 
Heaven, do know what paſſeth here on 
Earth; and ſo conſequently may be 
prayed to by us, for their mediation to 

Cod in our behalf. * 


THe mindes of men, being natural- 
1 ly inclined to ſearch, and know 
+47 3 G3 the 
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the nature of hidden things, doth of- 
rentimes take indirect wayes to accom- 
pliſh the knowledge of them, and yet 
come ſhort in their deſigns too: This 


thing as it was the fin of our firſt Pa- 


rents, ſo is it a great corruption in this 


preſent age, amongſt many thouſands, 


which would make us believe they know 


on earth, what power and happineſs 


the Bleſſed Angels and Saiots have in 
heaven, and will grant them no more 


priviledge then what their ſhallow 
brains can comprehend they have; 
quite contrary to that ſaying of Saint 
2. Paul, Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear hath not 
heard, neither hath it entered into the 


heart of man, the things that God hath 
prepared for them that love him: fo in- 
finitely out of our underſtanding are 
the qualities of glorified ſouls, which 
Angels and Saints are. But to Jer thoſe 
people- know how much they deceive 
tbemſelves in foſtering ſuch pernicious 
opinions, I will prove both by Scri- 
pture and Reaſon that they do know 
all our actions here on earth, and that 


ĩt is agreeable to the nature of Angels 
to know them; my firſt place is from 


Saint 
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our Saviour was born on earth, the “er. 13. 
Angels came from heaven to the Shep- 
heards to anounce it co them, and ſing - 

ing with great joy; a little before, one 

in particular told them, that he preach. ver. io. 
ed to them great joy, for a Saviour was 

born to them; by which it is plain, 
that rhe Angel knew when he was in 

. heaven, that be was born: ſo likewiſe. 
our Saviour when he was inthe Wilder- 

neſs, after bis temptation , the Text 
ſaith, Tbe Angels came and miniſtred Mat. 4. 
unto lum; by which you may ſee how ver. 11. 
ready thoſe bleſſed Spirits are in all 
things and occaſions to aſſiſt in our (al- 
vation. Again, when our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour was iuchis direful Agony in the 
Garden, ſweating drops of Blood for 
us, Saint Luke ſaich, I berg appeared an Luke 2: 


ned him; from which words we may. 
gather, t. That if Angels lent their 
aſſiſtance to ſtrengthen Chriſt, who is 
the God of ſtrength, much more will 
they to us (by Gods permiſſion) who 
ate of our ſel ves nothing but weakneſs. 
2. That if chey knew not what paſſeth 
C 4 on 


Saint Lukes Goſpel, where ſo ſoon as Luke 2. 


Anzel to him from heauen, and ſtrengti- . 43+ 
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on arch! how could 55 ſo readily aſ- 


ſiſt as, as wer read in many! places of 
the Bible they have done, and as 1 ſhall | 
Our Saviour ſaith 


prove hereafter: 
likewiſe by the ſame Evangeliſt, That 


the converſiou of a.finner-; by which 
it is clear, that they. muſt know when 
exeryfinner i is converted: r how (hould 
they ko when to rejoyce : So like- 
wiſe in the tratefiguration of our Sa- 


out Chriſt,” Moser and Bui appear- 


l ed to H and talked with him; "ſo that 
Nack 9. 1ithey*veing Ot of this world) had 
not Known of his bein; on Mount 


Thor, howiftould they ha ye waited 
upon bim ⁊ ?And- -again ou Saviour 


- foſth®Thathis Apoſtles afl - ſit with 


Mat. 19. Hin mjudg emen, and judge Ihe twelve 
ver. 283 Yiher of Tae and Shine Paul faith, 


1 Cor. 6. Th: Saints ſhalt fudge the world, which 
ver, 1. 2. c6ald fidc het wif they did not know 


what piſſet l in the world; for in rea- 


ſon, no Judge can or will paſs Sentence 


upon any man before he knows what 


he is guilty of: by all which it is as 


manifeſt and clear (as to ſee the Sun 


when! it ſhines i in the Firmament) that 
Angels 


there is joy in heaven of the Angels ae 


a The Catholick Mirnar. 


Angels and Saints know what paſſeth 


here on earth. 


Again, it is very much to our pur- 
poſe, to conſider what paſſed at the 


| Death of 'Saint Stephen , where the 


Text faith, He looked into heaven , and Acts 7, 
I ſaw the glory of God, and Feſus ſt ſtanding ver. 54, 55 
at the right band of Ged, and ſaid, Be. bes 


hold I ſee the heavens opened, and the Son 


of Man ſtanding at the right hand of 


God; from whence it is evident and 
plain, that if Saint Stephen could upon 


earth ſee into heaven, where God him- 


ſelf was, that he can now, being glori- 
fied in heaven ſee and know what pal- 


| ſeth upon earth, in a far larger mea- 


ſare, and ſo may be prayed unto for 


his aflifance for if he at his Death ver. 60. a 


had ſo much charity to pray for the 
pardon of his enemies, that did hot 


deſire it, we need not queſtion but his 


charity is much more now, and will be 
infinitely more ready to pray to God 
for thoſe that are his friends and Mem- 
bers of the ſame Church, which do 
heartily beg it of him; and as we ſee 
bis prayer then took effect with. God, 
tor theconverſion of his chiefeſt enemy, 

a Saul, 


* * ** 7 Tx * * * TM 
* : 


Luke 1. 


terceſſion. 


But for your further inftruRion,con- 1 
ſider, what knowledge God gave to all 
the Prophets of old time, to foretel! 
all choſe great things that happened in 
the world in our Saviours time, and 
ſince, which we know were all true; 
and if God gave ſuch power to men 


when they were upon earth, do we 
think that God deprives Angels, or 


thoſe Prophets that are now in heaven 
ly glory, of that power; or that 


Chrifts bleſſed Mother , which prophe- 


fred that al generations ſpauid call her | 
bleſſed, doth not know that ſhe is ſo 
called by all generations; it were a2 


madnęſa beyond compare to imagine 


ſuch a fooliſh thing, which is fo con- 


traty to the expreſs word of God. I 


ſball now conclude my diſcourſe of this 


ſubject with one example, which I 


think, had there been no Scripture to. 
have proved what 1 have ſaid , would 
be of force enough, with any reaſon- 
able perſon to induce them to the belief 


Saul, which was preſently after; ſo 
we may juſtly hope, that God will be- 
ſtaw his graces upon us, by his holy in- 


of it. We 


T be ({ atbolick Mirmur. 
We all koow by our faith, that the: 
Devil was once an Angel of heaven, and 
| (ince his fall from that happy place, it 
is all his deſign to make us miſerable , 
and we all by ſad experience know, that 
he knows all our ations, as when we 
1 would do good he ſtrives to hinder us, 
and when we intend to do evil, he ſets 
Ju forward in the performance of it: 
Nay , when we do not intend evil, he, 
puts it into our mindes to do it, and all 
the ſins we commit is from the Devil; 
and I pray, how came he by this power, 
but only as he was once anAngel of hea- 
yen? let us not think God gave him this 
power ſince he was a Devil of Hell; or 
that God which dearly loves our ſal va 
tion (as is plainly ſhown by him in the 
Death of his Son for us) would give 
more power to the Devil to work our 
deſtruction, then he doth to the good 
Angels which deſire and aſſiſt us in our 
ſalration; we know too well, that he 
leads thouſands to ſin at one time, and 
do we not think the holy Angels endea - 
vour the ſame to lead us to vertue; we 
' know, or may know to our coſts, that he 
is watchful and diligent to bring us to 
ruine, 


The Catholich Mirrour. 
ruine, ànd do we not think the Angels 
are as careful to guard us from it; ſo 

that for any one to deny this truth, 

muſt certainly be poſſeſt with an hea - 
theniſh ſpirit, which will ſhut its eyes 
againſt all Chriftian verities. Now what 

" hath been ſaid chiefly of the Angels is 
the ſame of the Saints in heaven, which 
are in the ſame place, and glory, and 
eſteem with God, according to that of 
our bleſſed Saviour, ſpeaking to the 
Luke 20. Sadduces about the Reſurrection, That | . 
ver, 36. they which ſhould be worthy to obtain 
heaven ſhould dye no more; but ſhould 

| be equal to the Angels. Thus having as 1 
5 think 'hown ſufficiently the truth of 
this point, I (ball next proceed to ſhew 
you how we may lawfully (without de- 
rogation to Chriſts Interceſſion) deſire 
them to pray to God for us; and with 
this conclude, that certainly God will 
never permit thoſe the ſociety of An- 
gels, that live and dye in o poor and 
beggarly eſteem of thdſe-iiglorious: 
ſpirits. ON, 219 en 42020 529 
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| Chap. T 


The Catholith' Mirrour. 
+. Chap. 6. 


Proving, that ſince it is evident that An- 
| els and Saints can hear our prayers, 
we may lawfully,pray to them as Iu- 
terctſſours for us to God, 
1 TT is a thing not a little to be admi- 
red, when we conſider that man 
which by nature loveth thoſe things 
which may make him happy,ſhould yet 
himſelf be the onely obſtacle of his 
not being truly ſo; we all naturally de- 
ſire heaven, but through the corrupti- 
on of that nature in us, we take the 
wrong courſe to obtain it; for what 
wiſe man can think that they which 
hate ſociety with Angels and Saints 
whilſt they are on earth, can ever at- 
tain that happineſs in heaven, ſince 
thoſe that touch at the honour of 
them, touches the apple of Gods eye; 
as our Bleſſed Saviour ſaid to his Diſci- 
ples when they were upon earth, He 
that hateth jou, hateth me; and he that 


 loveth you, loveth me: And if any one Blat. 10 
give but a cup of cold water in the name v. 4. 


of 


40 
of a Diſciple, be ſhowlq not loſe bu re- 
ward; ſo dear are all his ſervants to 


A 
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him, and if ſo while they are on this 
dunghill earth, ſure they are much more 
dear to him in his Palace of Heaven; 
and we can no wayes bonour God more * 
(next to the Worſhip of himſelf} then 
by reſpe&ing and having communion | - 
with his heavenly Citizens, whilft we 

are on earth; and beſides it is an Arti. 


cle of our Faith in the Creed, I believe | 


the (ommunion of Saints , which we 
that are on earth can no wayes do, bur 
by our praying to them, and their 
praying for us; and this is the true 


Communion of Saints. Agreeable I 


to this ſhall you finde in Holy Scriptare, | 
how 7aceb, after he bleſſed his Son Fo- 

ſeph, he invokes an Angel to bleſs 7o- | 
ſephs Sons, ſaying, 7 he Angel which re- 
deemed me from all evil bleſs theſe lads; (| 
ſo here you ſee it was the practice of & 
this holy man , by which we may have 
the leſs reaſon to ſcruple it: but ob. 
ſerve what he ſaith more, And let my 


name, and the names of my Fathers Aba- 


ham and Iſaac be named bj them; which 


infers , chat they ſhould invoke theit 


names, 


| betrue, and will it think you diſpleaſe 
1 Bleſſed Virgin Maries lake , or St. Pe. 


ter, or St, Pauls ſake; who were as ho- Job 5.9.1. 
up perſons as ever the other were: ſo 


| how long wilt thou not have mercy on Pe- - | 


The Catholich, Mirrour. _ 
names in the behalf of their obtaining | 
any thing from God; and it is fre- 

ently mentioned in Scripture of de- 
fing mercy from God for Abrabam, 
Iſaxc, and Jacobs ſake, and for thy ſer- 
vant Davids ſake; all this we know to 


. God to deſire mercy from him, forthe 


we may fee in holy obs time it was 
practiſed, for El/iphas upbraiding of "i 
him, faith, Call now, if there be any that Zach. 1. 
will anſwer thee , and to which of the . 
Saints wilt thou turn? (0 in the Prophet 
Zachariah , we finde an Angel praying 
for 7eruſalem , Then the Angel of the 
Lord anſwered and ſaid, O Lord of Hoſds, 


ruſalem, and on the Cities of Tudah, 
againſt which thun haſt bad indignation 
theſe threeſcore and ten years : now what 
can be deſired more plain then theſe 4 
places are, if we are not wilfully blinde. 
It will cadſe every one both to the be- 
lief and practice of this ſacred Com- 
munion with thoſe bleſſed ſpirits, which 
is 


Luke 16. 
v. 24. 


Ver. 25. 


mented in this flame; from which we 
prayed and hoped for mercy, to be ob- 


tained for him by Abraham (to whom 
he chiefly applyed himſelf) is it not un- 


the ſtate of Grace may not do the 


have, and better ſucceſs, and you may 
read here that Abralam heard him 


The Catholick Mirrour., © 
is in ſome meaſute an anticipation of 
the fruition of heaven. But yet to 
make it more manifeſt (to the intent 
that either yon muſt deny Scripture or 
confeſs this truth) ſee what Saint Lake 
ſaith in his Goſpel, that the rich man 
being in hell, prayed to Abrabam, 
which I hope. you will ſay is a Saint, 
And be cryed, and ſaid , Father Abra. 
ham, have mercy on me, and ſend Laza- | 
rs, that he may dip the tip of his finger 


in water to cool my tongue, for 1am tor- 


may gather, that if chis damned man 


reaſonable co: think that Chriſtians 
which ate in bopgg. of heaven, and in 


ſame to Abraham, or any the other 
Saints, with more hopes then he could 


(where ere he. was) and told him it 
could not be done, becauſe he had en- 
joyed his pleaſures i in this world, and 
the other pains: ſo by this we may fee, 
chat 


= 3 07 - W ey 


dariont 
d which cannot deceive us, unleſs 


8 eee our ſelves by the miſapply- 
ing of, it. | 


'Belides let every Chriſtian conſider 


; what a great folly they are guilty of, 
when they ſay the Angels do not know 
this, nor the Saints do not know that, 


(and ſo muſt not be prayed ta) when 


we do not know the nature of our own 
ſinful ſouls, that is within us, and yet 


will be ſo vain, as pretend to know. the 
power” and nature of thoſe glorious 


| E Spirits * in ove Lond o know 


£247 £554 


by expeienc that a King * 
ſooner. he deſires of a mean Subject by 
the Mediation of his grand Favourite 


ſo in reaſon we may believe: that che - 


King of, Heaven will 1 the ſame to us, 
by the Mediation of 855 Faints in Hea- 
| ven: 


Th Catbalick Arup: 


925 the practice of this Article of 
Faith is not grounded upon weak foun- 
92 on the Infallible Word of 


\ 
—— — 
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Rev. 5. 


| The eK * 
ven: The common ob 
teſtants and other is, t 


ion by Pro- | 
our Saviour 


fairh , Come anto me all ye that are la. 
den, and J will refreſh Jou. This was 


| Chriſts goodneſs to invite us to come. |. 


to him; and how poor a ſhift this is for 


them to prove that we muſt not pray 

to Aﬀgels and Saints ſhall appear plain- 
ly, for if becanſe Chriſt invites ns to 
come to him, we muſt not apply our 
ſelves to any others, then we muſt not 
pray one for another as Saint fumes 


commands us: then why do wedelir 
Prieſts, or Miniſters to pray for us whe! 


we are ſick, Ind upon many other 0c- 


_— wherein we haye needenoug 

onely becanſe we think their, prayers to 
God ĩs more acceptable then out own: 
nom, all this is done without derogation 


to Chriſt; nay yon know it is to his _ 


Hour andglory to pray one for another 

& we all accotifit it a great charity ;and 
if it beſo, then there is no doubt 

that we may deſire the bleſſed erode bo 


pray for us to God, throngh the merits | 


of Chriſt, and it willr edound moreto 
his glory then our Lu g one for an- 
other, can poſſibly do. On: Text more 

1 
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1 ſhall ſhew you, 3nd not of ſmall con- 
cern 8s to this point; in Saint ehe- 
{| Revelations, where he faich , the four 

- and twenty Elders fell down before the 


and golden vials full of Odours, which 
are the Prayers of Saints: by whichic 
is plain that they offered up their Pray. 


ers to Chriſt ; for ſo Sein ohn EX- Ver 3. 4. 


. 4 pounds ie bimſelf, that theſe vials full 

of Odours were the prayers of 
Sajnts : and inthe eighth Chapter he 
fai And anather Angel came and 
| food at the Altar, having a golden Cen- 
ſer, and there was given to bim much In- 
cenſe , that he ſhould offer it with the 
Prayers of all Saints , upon the golden 


Altar which was before the Thrane; and 


the ſmoke of the Incenſe which tame ewith 
the Prayers of the Saints aſcended up be- 
fore Gad out of the Angelt hand: ſo by 
this it is apparent, that we may pray 
to them, and that they do offer up our 

ayers to God, and pray for us. Now 
it will be neceſſary to clear that miſtake 
I in ptoteſtants, who think we make no 
I difference between our >praying to 


I Obi, and our r to Saints. 


18 


- Lamb (or "Chrift) having their barps 


J 48 
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John 2. 
1 V. | 


Rhem, 
Teſt. on 
tbis place. 
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It would be a great Hereſie for any 
one to hold, that the Power and Me- |. 
diation of Chriſt ſhould not be far | 


above all that of Angels or Arch 


Angels and Saints in heaven; there. 
fore we are to junderſtand what kinde 
of Mediatour Chrift is, and how be ts 
our Advocate to the Father; The 
© Calling and Office of an Advocate is 
ein many things proper to Chriſt, and 
* to him onely it appertains- to procure 


us Mercy from his | heavenly Father, 


«by the general ranſome, price, and 
* payment of his Blood for our delive- 

.*ry as is in the Sentence following, 
„He is the propitiation for our ſins, 


* and not for our ſins onely , but for 


e the fins of the whole world; in 
* hich ſort he is our onely Advocate, 


_ *.hecauſe he is our onely Redeemer; 


and: hereupon he alone immediately 
* by his own Merits, without the aid 
* or aſfiſtanc@of-uny man or Angel in 
* his own Name, and right, contident- 
h dealethin dur Caufes before God 
* our” Judge, and fo, procureth our 
* pardon ;/and this is the higheſt de- 
gtee of Adrocmiom that cam be: by 
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licks attribute to Chriſt in a more ex- 
cellent ſort his power in his Mediator- 


ſmip, then Proteſtants do, or imaꝑine; 


who make poor ignorants believe that 
none muſt mediate for us but Chriſt, 


thinking meerly by a bare ſhow of zeal 
to · Chriſt, to null all other mediations, 


when by that means they diſhonour 
him; by comparing or valuing his Me- 
diation at no higher a price, then we do 
Angels, Saints, and Mens. Now when 


we pray to an Angel or Saint, we deſire 
them to pray fox us to God the Father, 
or the Bleſſed Trinity, that they would 
obtain forus of God, this, or that fa- 
your; through our Lord jeſus Chriſt; 3 


ſo that all is deſired through the Merits 
of our Saviour: And-when we pray to 


Chriſt for any thing. e ought to pray 


to him as he is God, and not to ſay O 
Chrilt pray for me, (as we do to an 
Angel or Saint) for that were a diſho- 
nour to him in making him of leſs pow- 
er then the two other Divine perſons . 
of the bleſſed Trinity, who is equal to 


both; and who in three perſons makes 
but one true and eyer-living God, blel- 
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ate aye Should 1 5 
the Authority and Practice of Gods 


Church, and the — 3 I 
ain fill a large Volume to confirm 
1 will oneſy conrſodle wich that 
whers invoking the 
Saints, he ſath, O boly and Imma- 
« culate Virgin Aar), Mother of rs 
and of our Lotd Jeſus Chriſt, vouch. 
r ſufe to intercede for me do — — 
* Tewple thou: was - deſerved to be 
„made, holy ns real ae, | 
7 , holy Qaireof-'A 
* #66 x -Angels, Patriarchy., 
5 prophers, Apoſtles, Evanpeliſts, — 


<cxyrs, Confefſore andelf the Joſt; 1 


6s bumbly crave chat you would vouch- 
[afetofarercede to God fot me a poor | 
«Singer, that ij may be delivered from 


_ the Jaws of- che Devil, and from 


« cen] Done Amen, 
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- Chap. 7. 


| 3 that in all Ager, bY 15 


been aſſiſtant to Man for his good, and 
that we ought. to reverence the Me- 

both of Angels and Saints, as 
they are the chief A Hendents en 'the 
leu God. 


TT is uo wonder weare dolle ac- 

A Juuintod with thoſe glorious Citi- 
zen and Saints, when we con- 
ſider how the memory of them is 
ſlighted and contemned in.this our un- 


no more ſociety with them, chen 
they would do with choſe that Loy 
their ruine: ſo miſerably. bach Satan 
depraved our natures, a A duggeſted 19 


us a ſſighting of thoſe, Bleſſed Spirits, 


to the intent he may draw us the more 


to his helliſh ſervice, and ſo conſequent. 


ly to gur utter deſtruction. But to un- 
15 little choſe that ate thus cor- 
rupted with this principle, I ſhall plain- 


ly how you many examples from holy 


Scripture, both of 9 good they 
4 have 


ſo what Worſhip" and Reverence they | 


Hoſt of the Bord am J come; and Foſhun 


emen 850 W oO 1 * 
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have done to many holy men, and al. 


have done to the Angels. 

The firſt is from that of 15 Abra- 
bar; when 15 three Angels appeared 
to him, ro let him know the good'news 
of his having a Son; the Text faith, 
He ran to meet them from the Ten- 
door, and bowed himſelf toward the ground. 
. The, ſecond place that of holy Lot; 
And there cane Two Angels to Sodom Ar 
even, aud Lit ſate in the gate of Sodim; 
and Lot ſeeing them, reſe up to meet them; 
and he bowed bimiſelf with his face to- 
wards the eau, and ſrid, My Lord. 
in I pray jbu, &c. Now here I may 
demand, wh 'the boly Scripture ſhould 
inſtance to us, tbeir- bowing with their 
Fices to the ground, but onely to ſhow 
ue that as they are the heavenly Am- 
baſſadours that kinde of . reverence-is 
due to them. Thirdly ; when the An- 
gel appeared to 5h by Fericho, he 
Yemanded who he was "ie and the An- 
gel ſaid ; *Nay', but as 7 aptain of the 


- * 
U c 28m 


felt on his face to the earth, and did 
worlbip ; and-the Angel bid him * 


I 5 Catholic . 
off his ſhoves 14 Me place whavdy ': 
| flood was boly ground. So here yon 
ſee is, firſt the Angels affiftance in com. 
ing to fight for them; and ſecondly, a 
bigh worſhip done to him, and the 
place where he ſtood, by pulling off his 
ſhoves: ; and yer ſo miſciably. blinded 
are people now adayes ; to think and 
ſay that theſe kinde of things are Super- 
ttition-, not at all conſidering that: it 
r bath; that it is, and ever will be 
ide practice of all holy men, to do 
this homage to them. Fourthly. an 


Angel appears to the Iſraelites at Gil+ Judg. 2. 
gal, and for their good, tells them of 1 
| whar things God had done for them; 


whichwhen le had dove, all the peb⸗ 


ple lift up their voices and wept. Fifty, 
an Angel appears to Gideon, to com- 


fort and ſtrengthen him againſt the Mir Judg. 64 5 
dianites; and when he perceived it was; 12.27 


an Angel of God, he was afraid he 
ſhould: dye; til] God told him he 
(hould not: by which we may {ce what 
a reverend apprehenſion he haq; of the 
Angel. Sixthly, ans Angel appears 
to Sampſons Mother and tells her (be- 
ing barren) the glad news of a Son: if 
- you 


3 REL to ont purpoſe; both. e bow t > 
2 ly Ange | converſed ab a her and 1 
Mother both ; as alſo wich what reve- 1 
treated with him. Seventh · 
ly, we read that the holy Prophet EH. 


Ws — 
Judg, 13. Jo nar is * 


rence they 


x Kings gab being a lleep under a Juniper · tree 
19. v. 3. an Angel awaked him , which brought 


him both to eat and drink in the Wil- 


derneſs where he was, and where 
bread was tobe had; and the A 


| 1 Ver. 6. — him the ſecond time, and 
139 ero eat what the Angel bronghe 
him; and by: vertue of that went for- 


ty dayes and forty nights on his jour- 


fiſting thepeo 
Iſa. 37. ing of the Aſſyriaus, 185000, men, 
J. 36. which came againſt them, and Hen 
kwbtheir King. Again , in "the Book 
of Tobias we read of many gs 
done by _ _ oe ll, as to young 

Tobit. 3. Tobias in guid 
v. 17. from all f cans in chafing away, and 
binding the DevilieFſevdixe, in curing 
of old Tobias, and many others of that 


| Cup 12. kinde; and at laſt he tells him who he 


v. 17. Was, and how he was one of the ſeven 


— — 


A ninth-place is of an Angel af- 
—— God, in the ſlay- 


im in his journey 


An- 


| 1 | | Lager * pred the . 16. 


- | Saints, and 
| holy One, th 


es in and out before the 
they were both crou. 


& | bled and fell upon their faces for they 


.| feared; which trouble we may conceive | 
1 was, becauſe they had not done him 
before the worſhip due to an Angel. I 
could produce many other places out 
Jof the old Teſtament to prove this ; 
but I will now proceed to the new: 
and firſt of that moſt happy and ever 
dleſſed news of our Redemption, where 
ce holy Angel Gabriel was imployed 
T for e cmi good, to declare tothe 
Bleſſed Virgin e 
of the Son of God i in her- Virginal v. 26. 27, / 
Womb; we may 'devoutly imagine 28. 
there paſſed much reverence between 
two ſuch creatures as they, which were 
in ſo high eſteem with God, the one to 
be bis Mother, and the other his Ambaſ⸗- 
ſador. Secondly, the ſame Anpel came 
to Zacharias the Prieft , and told him 
the glad tydings of his Son ohn; yet 
when he ſaw bim be trembled, and was 
afraid, for very reverence to the An- 


the Incarnation Luke . 


gel. 80 again thirdly, two Angels ap- L uke 10. 
peared to St. Mary 3 the v. 12. 


10 


J © TheCathlich Air.. 
- + "Diſciples to tell them the good news of. 1 
our Sa viours Reſurrection, which was: Y 
no ſmall comfort to them; and after 
that an Angel viſits St. Peter in priſuon, 
and breaks his gives, and chains, and 
Acts 12. opens the doots;and the City Gates, and 
v. 7 8, 9, lets bim free. Again, an Angel appears 
Ys to Cornelius and aſſiſts him, by conn- 
Ads ir, ſelling him to ſend for Peter about his: 
v. 3. 4. lalvation; and when he ſaw the Angel 
——_—_ he was afraid: nay, when Saint Peter 
eame he fell down before him; as being 
holy man ebut his humility would 
not ſuffer him to continue ſo. In like 
manner the holy Apoſtle Saint Paul 
-. . waseomforted-hyian Angel, when he 
Wo was in his Shipwrack, as he-bimſelfwit- 
Ads 27. neſlech, And there ſtood by me this night 
V. 23. 24. he Angel ef God, whaſe I am, and 
wham I ſerve, ſaying, Fear not. Paul, &c. 
by all which ſo plain and innumerable 
places of Scripture, it is made ſo mani- 
feſt, that I think no perſon that reads 
this Book can for ſhame any longer reſiſt 
ſo infallible a truth, for if he do, he muſt 
lye under the heavy cenſure of an un- 
belie ver; who, as St. Paul ſaith Ta, * 
_ judged already, J hope that the con- | 
DFF ſciences | 


| The je cbt 2 $M „ Fe. 1 
ſciences of thoſe (which ſay they wil! 
believe nothing but the Bible) will now 
fly in their faces, and bluſh for ſhame 

4 and confuſion, when they conſider how 
little of it they practice, and pretend 
to the Bible, barely for a ſhow of Re. 
» | ligicn, to deceive themſelyes and 
others. But further to proſecute this 
' | Point(to the intent none but Heathens 
may deny it) we will conſider; how 
Chriſts beloved Diſciple Saint 7ohn de- 
meaned himſelf to the Angel that came 
do him ſo often in his Revelations; And Rev. 4 
I fell at his feet to worſhip him, = be 1.10, , a 
ſaid unto me, Do it not, I am thy felum WW 
ſervant; which words of the "Kageh, 14 
Do it not, is the main Argument againſt 
this practice, which Proteſtants have: 
but how poor an one it is (hall be ſeen 5 
for I hope no man will think that Saint 
Jobo, which was ſo great a Divine, and 
ſo eminent with Chriſt, could be ſo ig 
norant as not to know what Worſhip 
was due to an Angel, but rather con- 
elude that the Angel ſaid, Do it not, 
| {becauſe he knew that St. 2 was in as 
big eſteem with God as himſelf was; 
„ and _ St. TR did do it again ig 
* the 
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ſhipped him; which we may be ſure he 


never would have done, being told of 
it before, if it had not been lawfol ; for 
then he would have been guilty of ob- 


ſtinacy, which J hope no good Chriſti- 


an will tax him with: ag this buſineſs | 

between the Angel and Saint 7oby, is 
friends meet, 

for they ſtrive who ſhall give the great:- 


juſt as when two ſpecia 


eſt reſpect ro each other, yet will not 


ſeem to admit of any worſhip extraor- 
dinary from each other: ſo we ſee by {| 
the firſt Text, that the Angel would nor 


admit of Saint 7obu to worſhip him, 


becauſe his humility thought him his 
equal, and as he ſaith, his fellow ſer- 
N and by the ſecond Text we ſee | 


ohn would not forbear * 
pn — becauſe his humility thought 

ſuperiour. So hoping that I have 
ſofficiently fatisfied the Chriſtian Read- 


et in this point, I will now briefly 
ſhow thee how valt a differente there is 


in the Worſhip that is due to God, and 
in that which is due to Angels and 
Saints. 2 

And firſt we are to conſider that 


Tie Catholick Air . 
a2. :2+ the Angel, chat is, fell down and wars 


bee | 


99 


1 ehe Divine a ration, „ 
fp due to God, Shak” if it be given 
' | troeither Angels, or any thing created, 
Jie ss flat Idolatry ; for {ince Godis the 
Creator of us all, it is fic that be (ſhould 
have a Worſhip given to him above all 
that he hath created; and therefore ic 
is a moſt ſtrange abaſe that is put upon 
1 the holy Catholick Church, by thoſe 
..| thar-fay (by our Worſhipping Sainte 
and Ahigels) Chriſt is robbed of his ho- 
nour, when indeed Chriſt is honoured 
4 byit (asi is before plainly proved) ſince 
we acknowledge and give to him a far 
higher Worſhip then to all the Angels 
and Saints in Heaven; for what Wor- 
ſhipwe give to them is as they are glo- 
rions ſpirits , and have ſo near relation 
to God, which would plainly appear to 
every ones experience, if once this ſub- 
till juggle of Satan were laid open to 
our eyes, which is the bare pretence 


| onely of giving all to God, which 


ner, an 


tony much with common underſtands 
ngs, without conſidering that God is 

| wn. Tak pped by us, in a far higher man- 
bat Gods Worſhip is exalted 

in our reſpec, and reverence to them: 
as 
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"as fot examplch this how is plain ** 
ry ones experience, that we reverence 
the Kings Chaires of state, his Ct am- 


: he that doth not ſo is accounted a vil- 


things, which have relation to the. 
King, what may we think will happen 


bcen laid, will ſufficiently ſatisfie every 


xeaſonable a thing, that ſo at li he 


'T rhe „ebe Mom. . | 


bers wherethey are, and the like; now 
tlicſe do not teceive this worſhip. „be- 
cauſe they are Chairs; or becauſe they 
be Chambers, but onely as they have 
ſo near relation to the King; and what 
we do to them is done to the King, and 


lain, and turned out df Court a8 a con- 
temner of the King; and if this will 
happen for the contempt of inſenſible 


to choſe that live and dye in the con- 
tempt of thoſe glorious Creatures, 
whieb are ſo near God, praiſing of him 
to eternity. | 

So not. quetioning but this that hath 


impartial Reader, and induce him both 
to the Faith and Practice of ſo holy and 


may enjoy: che bleſſed Society of the 
Principalities, Powers, Vertues, Domi- 
nations, Thrones, Angels ;;Arch: An- 
bels, Cherubins, ang wb ins, wich 


che 


S - 


„ 


rn w.c.097 0... 


with whom. we bad a here n 
earth. - 


* 


| Chap 8 8. 


Proving that the Images of Chriſt: 5 
his Saints may be lawfully made a 
reverenced , as they have relation g 


_ the firſt Figure, cy to the ern | 


on of Proteſtants. 


Abs all the 8 of nil 


that tumbles up and don in the 
mindes of men, and ſtrives to ſtifle 


truth, there is none more maliciouſly 


and publickly publiſhed ; then is this: 
againſt holy Images, whoſe bad Au- 


thors make too many believe, that it 


is no leſs then Superſtition to look up- 
on them, much more tò ſhow any re- 


ſpect to them: but to the intent that 
their eyes may be illuminated that are 


blinde for want of ſeeing chem, 1 ſhall 


prove the quite contrary: as that i it is a 


holy and good cuſtom, and very pro- 
E- firable 


Ti cabalek A r - 
e holy Apoſtles and Diſciples: of; 
Chriſt and: all che Saints in heaven, 
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Ver. 18 
19, 20, 


fable to our ſouls: but firſt I will clear 


that main objeRtion, by which they ſay 
we are breakers of the Law, and ſo Ido- 
laters; which is indeed ſo buzzed in the 
ears of the common people, that they 
have nothing more to ſay, but (Doth 
not the Lord ſay; Thou ſhalt not make 
to thy ſelf any graven Image; ) I could 
tell them, and truly enough, that he 


never did ſay ſo; for though their Bi- 


bes do ſay, Thou ſbalt not make to thy 


ſelf any graven-Image , the Tranſlator | 


did but cobble it; for the meaning is 
plain, Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf 
any graven Idol, or painted, or any 
Way at all to adore it as God, for that 
were plain Idolatry and Heatheniſh; 
for do we think that in the twentieth 
Chapter of Z x5dus , God would for- 
bid Images, and in the five and twen- 
tieth Chapter command them again to 
be made, at is plain to be ſeen; where 
in the command that God gave to Mo- 


fes, he ſaith, And thou ſhalt make two ' 


Cherubims of Gold, of beaten work 
Halt than make them in the to end of 
rhe Mercy-ſeat.” And again, God faith 
to him, That there he would meet and 

| | com- 


4 
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were the Images of the higheſt Order 
of Angels, and fore they think God 
knew not what he did, in commanding 
theſe Images, if he had forbid them bo- 
fore. And further, to ſhew you that 
abſurdity, obſerve that God likewiſe 
commanded AMiſes to make the Image 


of à Brazen Serpent, and ſet it up up- 


2 


on à pdle, that thoſe which were ſtung 
with Serpents (as many were) ſhould 


look ùp to that image and be cured; -4 
And Moſes made a Serpent of | Braſs, Num. 21. 
and ſet it upon a pole, and if a Serpent 8 9. 
bad bitten any man, he looked upon the 
Serpent of Braſs and lived: now one 
would : think that this ſhould be 


Idolatry, fo to look up to this Image, 
and be preſently cured, or cauſe them 
another time to do ſo, that were ſo 
prone to it, as the Jews were; but that 
they and we know it was God and not 
the Image that cured them. But now I 
would fain know from our Adverſa- 
ries, who was the firſt commander of 
Images to be made and ſet up? I hope 
they will ſay now that God was; for 


if they do not, they muſt belye Gods 


E 2 word 


mune with him: now theſe Cherubim 
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word which muſt be truth,; and their |. 
own” Conſciences which may be falſe; 
It is enough to amaze a ſetious man 


| when he conſiders the grand cheat that 


is put upon thouſ@nds oſ poor ſouls, 
and the continual thundring out of 
Pulpits againſt Images. Oh theſe Ido. 
latrous Images! when God: knows 
they adore an Idol, which is their giddy 
fancy, by offering up their will, memo- 
ry, and underſtanding, on its prophane 
Altar: for obſerve that if God had 
forbid Images, why do they picture 


Deat hs Image in their Churches, and 


Queen Elizabeth's lying in her Tomb; 
and the Marble Statues and Tombs of 
Kings, and other perſons , with Flags, 
Streamers, and Images of ſome Bene- 


factors, and the like; let every Chtiſti- 


an judge, were theſe better then Chriſt, 
or his bleſſed Mother, or the Apoſtles; 
or were they better Benefactors to the 


Church then Chriſt hath been and his 


Diſtiples? for if it be no ſin, nor Ido- 
latry to ſet up thoſe in Churches, ſure 
it 15 none to ſet up Chriſts and his 
Jaints Images, But perhaps you. will 
lay; we do not adore them as Gods, nor 
235 pray 
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Te Catbolick Mirrour. 
pray to them, nor truſt in them; and I 
do aſſure you, that I will ſay, nor Ca- 
tholicks neither, but do denounce a 
cutſe againſt them that do adore, or 
pray, or truſt in them as Gods; for 
can any but ſenſeleſs creatures think, 
that we which adore God in ſpirit and 
in truth, and confeſs him to be three 
diſtinct Perſons, and one God, can be 
ſo ſottiſh as to think, that an Image or 
Picture ean either hear, ſpeak, or ſee, 
much leſs to be truſted in as a God. 


Again, if Images were forbid, why 


do Proteſtants, nay, the Miniſters them- 
ſelves deſire to have their owu Pictures, 
and Wives, and Childrens, which are 
onely for Vanity, and not for Devoti- 
on at all, as Chriſts and his Saints Ima- 
ges are das I ſhall ſhow hereafter:) and 
beſides, there is no Proteſtant of the 
Profeſſion of Carving and Painting, 
but will make an Image of Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles, or any elſe for money, 
and do daily ſell them, as we all know 
which if it- were Idolatry , then were 
you guiky for making, felling, and 
keeping them too, which is as fooliſh 
to think as the other, And now having 
E3 tu 
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The. Catholick Mirrour. 

ſptſciently proved the .lawfylneſs of 
them, I. will: now ſhow what good uſe 
we have, and may have by them: as 
for example, I would fain kaow why 
an ignorant perſon or any other, 
may not receive knowledge and in- 
ſtruction, by ſeeing our Saviours bit- 
ter paſſion painted, and plainly ſet 
for th, as to read it Printed upon Paper; 
for in that way we receive our know- 
ledge by the eye, and ſo do we by the 
pictures: and I am ſure it is more do- 
lorous and piercing to ſee the perfect 
manner of his ſufferings Painted, then 
to read them Printed; though both be 
very good: beſides many times when 
our mindes are wandering after world- 
ly buſineſs, yea, in our Prayers too of. 
ten; then if we reflect our eyes upon 
thoſe heavenly Figures, as our Saviour 
and his Saints, it reduces our ſtrayed 
thoughts to God, and heaven, and to 
what our Bleſſed Saviour hath ſuffered 
for us; and ſo they are books to thoſe 
that cannot read, and great helps to 
Devotion, to them that can; and I am 
very certain, that if the greateſt ene- 
mies of them in the world did uſe and 
| pra- 


The Catholiek AMirronr, | 
practice chem the ſame: manner as Ca. 
tholicks do, it would (as juſtly it might) 
convert their hatred 0 perfect love 
of them, and be much aſhamed tbat 

they; have ſo long ſlandered Gods 
Church; and deprived themſelves; of ſo 
great a good, by believing ſuch abomi- 
nable untruths, wherewith ſhe bath 
been falfly charged withal', and there. 
fore that I may totally root out of 
mens mindes thoſe common aſperſions 
calt upomher, I ſhall adde a little to de- 
clare, how and in what manner they 
are to be uſed, according to that of the 


Councel, We command all Biſhops — N | 


* 3nd others who have the Office and I 
te care of Teaching, that they diligent. 
* ly inſtruct faithful people, K 
them that the Images of Ch 
** che Virgin Mary, Mother of God; 
and of other Saints, are to be had; 
and retained, eſpecially i in Churches, 
tand that due reverence be given unto 
** tbem; not that there is any Divini- 
*ty to be believed to be in them, or 
* power, for which they are to be wor. 
_ ** ſhipped, or that any thing is to be 
5 asked of them, or that confidence is 
| E 4 to 
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— Catholick Mirrour. 
to be put in them, as anciently the 


Gentiles did in their Idols: but be- 


* cauſe the hogour which is done to 


*« them is referred to thoſe who they 
** repreſent. Now by this alone you 
may ſee what this ſuppoſed Mountain 
of Image Worſhip is come to, which 
is ſo untruly thundered out in Pulpits 


againſt us; ſo that when we pray be- 


fore an Image, we do not pray to the 
Image, nor when we look with reve - 
rence. upon tbem, we do nt adore 
them: but as I ſaid before in the other 
Chapter, what reſpe& is done to the 
— Chair of State, or Chamber of 
Preſence, or Picture, is referred to him 
and his Honour; ſo is it the ſelf ſame 
to Chygſts, and his Saints Images: and 
as no m̃an would take him for the Kings 


friend (but his enemy) that ſhoujd con- 


temn, break, or burn his Picture, or 
his Mothers, or his Favourites; ſo + 
juſtly may we think them to be Chriſts 
enemies that have dane all that to his, 
and his holy Mothers, and Saints, with 
as great ſcorn and contempt as might 
be, and all under the pretended Zeal 
for the word of God, by which ey 

: ave 
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; The (utbolith, \Mirroue. 
[have deceived many thouſands of poor 


ſouls; but now! having as I hope fuffi- 


ciently proved the verity of our pra- 
{Rice herein, and the impoſtures of 
Ithoſe that profeſs the contrary, I leave 
ir to every reaſonable man to judge 
Iwhether-it be lawful or no, and ſo con- 


offer worſhip to the matter, as Wood, 
or Stone, or painting in colours, but 


* perſon repreſented by them, we give 
due honour to him, knowing accord. 
+ ingly that the reſpect to the Image 
* paſſes to him who is repreſented by 
© it. * 11. 858 9 FF: 
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Chap. , 


Proving that Man hath Free Will to ds 
Good, or not to do it, contrary to the 
Opinion of Proteſtants. 


De thoſe men which deny this 

point of Faith, but admit (in 

the height of their paſſions): eit her of 

reaſon or conſideration , they _ 
| lu 


: - 
57 


elude with the Council, We do not Nice. 


through theſe, being brought to the 


bloſh for ſhame'; when they ſhewed |; 
them what Traytors they are to them- n 
ſelves in robbiag their natures of one hn 


take from man his free · will, and you 


- - amongſt the beaſts; for God (by Mi- 


ioggett to them : but this is the miſery |; 
0 


all his helliſh deceits he bath none that 


nor prayed too, but all to God, which 
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ptime quality which God bath givenþ 
them for an ornament to the fame, fot ip 


may turn him, like a Nehut haducx x ar, al. 


( 

h 
I 

| 0 of 
racle) can make him do good actions in G 
that form and nature; but for the want Jes 
of ' prudent conſidering the actions of |w 
their lives, they run into as many diſ- o 
orders, as their giddy fancies pleaſes to Im 
* 

b 

b 

0 

t 


moſt men; that when the Devil Ib 
tempts them to theſe evils they will not 
reſiſt, but entertain all; and amonęſt 


takes more with weak underſtandings, Ir 
then this ſly trick of his ſeeming to at- 
tribute all ro God, as he tempts Here · 
ticks to believe, that Angels muſt not 
be reverenced, nor Saints reſpected, 

l 

| 


—_— 


I 


is his devilliſh flight, co binder that ſer- 
vice to God (as I proved before) and 
that all mens good works, done by 
Gods holy Grace, are ſinful and me- 
| ric, | 
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d ſiit nothing, onely to hinder and make 
= [men careleſs to do ſuch good works; 

hind that man hath no free-will , onely 
af o make man idle, and not ſtriye to im- 
r ploy thoſe graces that God hath been 
u pleaſed to beſtow upon us: ſo that did 
all men but once diſcover theſe tricks 
of Satan, -we- ſhould -cafily ſee; that 
God is honoured by theſe things, be- 
ſeauſe they are his gifts and benefits 
which he hatb been pleaſed to beſtow 
. lon us to enrich our ſouls, and make us 
o [more capable of ſerviog bim. The 
Y [eruth of this ſhall be as plainly proved 
il dy Sctipture and Reaſon , as any thing 
© [before treated of; that ſo we may lay 
t [open the: ſhameful hypocriſie of thoſe 
t that work their ſelf-ends, from igno- 


rant people, meerly through the blinde 
pretence of Scripture; which being ſo 
done, you will finde them rotten at 
the very heart. And firſt of all, con- 


and if -thox 40 nat well, ſin Heth at thy 
door: ſo here it is plain. that God left 
it to his choice to do well, or not to do 
Jir. Again, God faid unto Moſes, Per 
. ' @ old, 


5 223 TY Bs 


cerning Cain, where God tells bim, If Gen. 4. 
thou ao well; "alt thou not be accepted? 7. 7. 


70 The Cathilick Airrousmn. jupe 
Exod. 16. hold, I will rain bread from. Heaven, an 0 
v. 4. the people ſhall go out and gather it everyjuts 

day, that I may prove them whether theſ ch 

will wall in my way or no : now if they{lic 

had not had a free. will, why ſhoulQat 

God fay he would try them; ſo thathmi 

you ſee Cod leſt chem to their freeſ be 

will, to ſee whether they would ſer vel th 

him better or no. Again, God ſaithi n 

Deut. 17. to them in Denteronomy, Behold J ſelf h 
v. 26. before you a bleſſing, aud a curſe: al o 
- bleſſingif you will obey the Command. ic 
ments of your God, and à curſe if jouſ fe 

will not obey. Now conſider, that as this] v 

is plainly and truly, Gods wotd, ſo ff 

plainly and truly doth it ſhow free- will! 

to be in man. Again, God ſaith to]! 
Chap. 28. them in the ſame Book, If you win! 
V. 1.2. hearkendilizently to the vuce of the Lord]! 
thy God, to keep all his Commandments, | | 

1will ſet thee on high above all the Na-| 

tions, and ſo tells them how many ſorts 

of bleſſing he will beſtow upon them, 

if they will keep his Commandments, | 

Ver. 15. but if they would no, he tells them how 
many curſes ſhould light upon them. 
And in the fame Book again he ſait h to 

them in à very ſtrange manner, I call 

| heaven i| 


a ab, bleſſing and curſiug; therefire 
ſebvoſe EA that thou and thy, ſeed may 
Live : I mightjuſtly ſtand amazed here 
Lat theſe Texts of Gods word, and ad- 
mice with what fate men can ſay they 
believe the Bible, and not tremble when 


ny this free-will in man (which God 


i of Chriſtian Religion proved before; 
4. for bere we ſee God himſelf layes it be- 
fore us, and leaves it to us; and what 
is] would we have God do more, unleſs he 


11} like beafts or ſtones and do nothing. 
o The ſame did God offer to David by his 


„three things, chooſe the one of them that I 


s would not execute his Juſtice on David 
„ till he had choſen what puniſhment he 
. | would bimſelf, that might be moſt for 
his good. And to bis Son Solomon God 
faith likewiſe, I tbon wilt walk in my 
Statutes, and execute thy: fudgements, 
2 and 


oe 


„ 


92 


# bath given bim) and other principles 


of fhould work Miracles daily, and we lye 


might do it unto thee: Now here, God 


ve they ſay ſo; conſidering how they de- 


*. 


A 9 
even a aid: to rar, this 2 againſt Chap. 30. 
„that Ihaue (ct before you life and“. 19. 


12. 


Prophet Gad, ſaying , Go and {ay unto 2 Sam. 24. 
a | David, thus ſaith the Lad, I offer thee v. 12. 


2. E. 


PPP 
Ver. 2 n . 4 * 


my | \ 9 n 8 
p N FO * N * 
99> 8. 
Y . 
- 
Fl 0 0 . 
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ad keep all my Commandments ; then, t 


will I perform my word with tber : by alſſ u 
which is ftill more plain, that So/owon[ f. 
had a free- will. Now though this] C 
that hath been ſaid might ſerve ſuffi - t 
ciently to convinee thoſe that have held] t 
the contrary,” and delire to imbrace theſ v 
truth of Gods word in reallity; yet II 0 
will proceed for their further ſatisfacti- ( 
on and knowledge of the truth in 
this point; and firſt out of the Goſpel] x 
t 
| 
| 
( 
Is 


of Saint Matthew, where our Saviour 
eryes out, O feruſalem, feruſalem, 
how often would I havs gat bored you to- 
gether, as a hen dith her Chichens, but 
vos would not; ſee here how Chriſt 
complains of them, becauſe they would 
not imploy their wills in his holy ſer - 
vice, as he would have had — 3 
for ſaith he, I would, but jon would not. 
And in another place be ſaith, I thou 
wilt enter into life keep the Command- | 
ments : lo that in every place it is re. 
ferred to our free-will , to do and not 
to do any good action, as is plain by all 
theſe places of Scripture ; by which | 

you may ſee what folly they are guilty | 
of, that ſay. we have none, or that it 
takes 


$4 


1 neee 3 * a 
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en takes away the honour from God, 
which can no wayes be; for ſince we 
ail ſay that free · will · in us is a gift from 
God, and the good actions we do by. 
t=| that will is inſpired into us by God. 
then is God the Original of all, and 
1e] we onely the inſtruments of doing it, 
or not doing it; for we all know that 
i=| God often inſpires us to good actions 
which we never do (to our ſhame we 
may ſay it) and that he would haue u 
to do them is clear, or elſe he would 
, not inſpire us. Now God having dane 
his part in inſpiring of us, he leaves us 
t then to our free. wills, to do it, or not 
t'| to do it; as Saint Paul ſaith con- 
d cerning his chaſtity, I could wiſh that 
all nen wre as I am: but if men had 
not free wills to be ſo, it were in vain 
for him to wiſh any ſuch thing. Of 
all the evil opinions that are held by 
-| men, there is none ſo ſenſleſs and un- 
» | reaſonable' as this; for I would: de. 
tj mand'of them that deny it, wherefore 
they go to hear Sermons, if they have 
1 not a free-will to do what is there ur- 
| 

* 

; 


-ged to them by the Preacher and 
wherefore they read the Bible if they 
have 


1 » 
[1 
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have not a "will to do what is there 
commanded ( for it is not the bare 
reading of it will ſave their ſouls). why] 
do they chide and beat their Children 
and Servants, for not going tq Church, 5 
and ſerving God, if they have not a 

free · will to do it? hy have they per- 
ſecuted Catholicks for not coming to 
their Churches, if they had not a free- 
will to do ſo; and to what purpoſe 
ſhould God give us his Laws to. keep, 
and threaten us with damnation if we 
keep them not, if we had no free · will 
to keep them ; and no man would 
think it otherwiſe then unreaſonable, 
if a King ſhould command him to do 
a thing, and threaten him with death 
if he did it not, and he had no will | 
nor power to doit: But I would have 
thoſe men know , that God is too mer- 
ciful in his nature, then everlaſtingly to 
puniſh us, for that which lyes not in 
our power to do, and that at this rate 
they would make God a Tyrant over 
us, that is ſo infinitely good to our 
ſouls and bodies. And laftly , why are | 
men puniſhed, and hanged, and quar- 
tered by the Law of Juſtice for their 
evil 


9 
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| evil deeds , if they had not had a free. 
will to have done otherwiſe, all theſe 
puniſh menrs would be unreaſonably. 
.. inflited; and no man deſerves any pu- 
niſhment for the worſt of crimes, if 
be had no free-will to do that which is 
good: and the greateſt ſinner in the 
world, might at the Day of Judgement 
demand of God what feaſon he hath 
to damn him for doing ill, if he never 
had enjoyed a free will to have done 


— 2 wo. 
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good. And now having as I think ful. 
ly proved this verity, I ſhall proceed to 


another ſubje& , as plainly declared in 
Scripture as this, and ſo conclude with* 
thistruth , that certainly God would 


never. have commanded us to walkin 
conformity to his will, if we have not 
free · will ro perform it. 
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Chap. 10. | 


Proving that good Works done in the ſtate 


of Grace are Meritorious, contrary 
to Proteſt ants Opinion. | 


| V Ere the mindes of men to be 


| ſearched into , and known 
one by the other, it would plainly ap- 
pear that the tongues of many ſpeak 
far contrary then what nature hath im- 
printed upon their hearts, and that for 
ſome intereſt or other they give their 
conſciences the lye, rather then they 
will yield from their obftinate opini- 
ons; for to contradict the merit or de- 
ſert of good works, plainly ſhowes 
they ſpeak againſt that which they 
would not be deprived of themſelves: 
ſo plaĩnly is it agreeable to our natures 
to expect it, and in Scripture often pro- 
miſed to us, as ſhall be made appear. 
And firſt from our Saviour himſelf in 
Saint Matthews Goſpel, where ſhow- 
ing to us how we ſhould deal our almes 
in ſecret, Aud thy Father, ſaith he, 
which ſeeth thee in ſecret , himſelf ſhall 


t War 


reward thee openly 7 ſo here is 4 promife 
of our Saviour n that almes done im ſe- 


cret ſhall be rewarded, if we date to 


take his word for it; by which it is 
plain that they merit that reward from 


God, yet not as they barely proceed 


from us neither, for it is Gods godueſe 
to inſpire the doing of them in vs, and 
his gift too in making them meritorious; 
and in the want of this diſtinction lies 
the ſubtiley of Satan, and our adver- 


ries, who make poor ſouls believe that 
Tapiſts (as they call them) cruſt to their 


merits ſo far, as not having any need 
of Chriſts Merits, think to be ſaved 
barely by their own: but when-ſach 


untruths as theſe are be-preachc to tbe 


people from pulpits (as my on know- 
ledge can veriſie, and many thouſand: 
more) it is no wonder the common 
people have prejudicate - Opinions 
againſt Catholicks: But to undeceive 


them again, I will ſet down the gene- 


ral Decree of Gods Church concern- 


ing this point; God forbid that any Coun; 
« Chriſtian ſhould hope or truſt in his Trent. 


* 0wn Metits ; but in the Merits of Je- 


| | "ſus Chrift, whoſe goodneſs is ſo great 
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The Cathilick, Mirrour. 
<t0.mankinde that thoſe things that 
et are his Benefits he will have to be our 
© Merits: by whiclt it is apparent, that 
we do not, nor ought not to attribute 


any merit as they proceed from us 


barely, but as being the gifts of God, 
which is pleaſed to accept of good 
works from us, and out of his good- 
neſs reward them, as he hath promiſed 
be will. But now to Scripture, and ſec 
what we can gather more from thence 
where in Saint Matthew, our Saviour 
ſhowing. how hard it was for à rich 
wan to enter into heaven, beeauſe he 
could not leave the things of this 
world, Saint Peter cryes out, Behold, 


V. 27. 28. e haue forſaken all, and what ball we 


have ; ſo that it is evident, he expected 
a reward from our Saviour: and in the 
next verſe he tells them what their re- 
ward ſhould be, That when the Son of 


man comes to fit in his glory , they ſhonta 


ſit upon twelve Threnes, judging the 
twelve tribes of Iſraet: and as this 


ſhowsthe bounty of Chriſt in reward- 


ing them fo highly, fo ic ſhows. like. 
wiſe that their good works in fallow- 
ing of Chriſt,and ſuffering for him, had 

42 | | de- 
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ſerved it, ſo far as was pofiblein men 
to dor Again, we read of St. Mary 
Magaaten pouring à box of Oynt- 
ment on our Bleſſed Saviours head; 
which being murmured at by his Diſci⸗ 
ples, he ſaid unto them, hy trouble Matth 26% 
Je the woman, he bath wrought good v. 7, 10. 
work upon me; and then he declares 
her reward, which was ; that ſo far as ] 
the Goſpel was to bepreached; "ſhould Ver. rz. * 

her fame be ſpread: conformable to 
this our Saviour in Saint 24arks Goſpel 

ſaith to his Diſciples, that-whoſdever Mark 9. 
ſhall give you a cup of water to drin in v. 41. 
my name , becauſe ye belong to Chriſt, 
PFerilg. I ſay unto Jon, he ſpall not loſe'bis 
reward. Now what can be more true 
then this, when our Saviour himſelf ſo 
often doth promiſe reward for good 
works done in his name, and for his 
ſake; and let every Chriſtian conſider, 
whether they are not bound to believe 
bim, before thoſe that tell them the 
contrary, who plainlycontradi& Chrift 

and his holy Goſpel; and yet forſooth 
theſe men make you: believe their zeal 
is ſo hot to Chriſt; vrthar they will give 
bon him, to mate you believe they 
F 13 deny 
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deny themſelyes 2 but theſe are ſuch, 
who as our Saviour faith, are ravening 
Wolves. But again, our. Saviour: ſaith 
in Saint: Marks Goſpel; There is mo 
mani that bath left bowſe , or lands, or 


Wife end. Children for my ſake and the 


G . els „ but he Ba rereive an hundred 
fold here, and in the world tocome eter- 
nal life. Thus; in many places is this 


truth made ſo clear to us by Chrift him- 
ſelf, that 1 hope none will be ſo much 


an Infidel as. to: practice the contrary. 
But further to ſhow you this truth, ob- 


ſerve this notable place concerning this 


poind, where our Saviour ſpeaking 
concerning the general day of Jadge- 
ment, declares for what cauſes ſome 
are ſaved and ſome damned, for to the 
juſt he ſaith, Come ye bleſſed of my Fa. 
ther, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
yon; and then in the next verſe he tells 
them for what tauſes they are made 
eternally happy; For I was a hungry 
and Jon gave me meat, I was thirſty and 
Jou gave me drink, naked and you clothed 


me, & c. And the reaſons why them on 


his left hand received the ſentence of 
bell fire, was becauſe they did bor tos 
T - 8 : ; ; | the e 
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theſe good works which the other had Ver. 4x 5 
done; and ſo as the juſt by good deeds 42. 
had obtained heaven, ſo the wicked 
their evil ones had obtained hell. Now 
J verily think that if a Heathen, or 
Jew ſhould read this Book, they would 
ſay it. was rather made for inſtructing 
them in the Faith of Chriſt, then for 
thoſe that profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, 
and to believe the Bible, and yet to 
deny all this thus proved by the Bible, 
Now havifig proved this by the words 
of Chriſt, we will ſee what Saint Paul! 
his Apoſtle faith, who I will warrant 
you is of the ſame minde, as you ſhall 
ſee by his words to the Corinthians, 
Mom he that planteth and he that water- 1 Cor. g. 
eth are one, and every man ſhall receive 
his own reward, according to his own la- 
bour: by which words it is plain, that 
every man ſhall receive his reward, ac- 
cording as he hath himſelf deſerved. 
And in the ſecond to Timothy he ſaith, 
Thave foug ht the good fight , I have ſini· Chap. 4. 
ſhed my conrſe , I have kept the faith; v. 7. 8. 
- henceforth is laid up for me a crown of 
righteouſneſs , which God the-righteons 
judge will give me at that day, and to all : 
F 4... that 
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ſee that Saint Pan knew his reward for 


1 FP that loves Gods appearing ſhall be re- 


. | v.20, - tO the purpoſe i in this point, That God 


labour of love which ye have ſhewed to- 


St. Pauls Opinion, which Ms, that it 
would ſeem unjuſt in God if he ſhould 
not reward our good works: but as 
certain it is that God cannot be unjuſt, 
Jo is it as certain that he will reward 


with his Church; which if our works 
did not deſerve or merit, we ſhould re- 


trary receive an eternal puniſhment. 
Again, Saint Zoba Evangeliſt faith in the 
Rer. 3. v. 4. Revelation, To him that ſhall overcome 
5 | ſhall thu be inveſted in white Garments, 
and I will. not put his name out of the 


before my Father, and before hz An- 
Ver. . Lell. And again, He that ſpall OVercome 
T1 


that love his appearing. Now here ak, 
thoſe good works, and declares that all 


” _ * . yardedat the laſt day. And more in 
He 6. bis Epiſtle to the Hae” he ſpeaks : 


i nat unrighteous to forget you work, and 


wards bis name, in that ye have midiſtred 
to the Saints, Now you ma perceive - 


our good deeds done in communion 


ceive no reward at all; but on the con- 


Book of Life, and I will confeſs his name 
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5 Twill Wr him a pillar in the T emple 
mj God, and he ſhall go out no more. 


, Andin another place he ſaith, Tohim Ver. 21. 


hat ſpall overcome will I grant to ft with 
I me in my Throne. I might and could 
produce many more places out of holy 
| Scriptore to this purpoſe, but they 
that will not believe theſe will not care 

fot ten thouſand proofs made againſt 
their perverſe principles: but I will 
Jonely adviſe thoſe that have any care 
of their ſalvation , to conſider , firſt 
what Gods word (which is truth it ſelf) 
declares to them. And ſecondly, what 
the practiſe of our Church is in this 
and other points of Religion, and how 
agreeable to the ſame word, 45 is clear - 
ly ſhown: for in reaſon onely, is this 
es to all Chriſtians, that if God 
(as he doth) inſpire ys to do all our 
good works, then muſt needs thoſe 
. works be caeritorio! S., becauſe God 
inſpired: them to be done , and hath 
promiſed to reward the doing of them, 
according to that of Saint 7oh»,, Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give 


thee a crown of life , And behold I come Rev. 22. 


quickly , ana my reward 4 with me, 
"” "8 
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FP give every man OY to his work; 
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Chap. 11. 


Proving that Gods Church canuat Emil & 
in her Doll rine of Religion, and ſo ſin 
may be truſted in by every C hriſtian, 13 
contrary to Proteſtants opinion. Ithe 


Id the Adverſaries of God be 
Church but conſider with them- thi 
ſelves, what authority, and courage, Ih. 
and order it hath exerciſed for this fix. I. 
teen hundred years, they would ſureſy jo 
conclude that no government but chat” 
of Gods holy Spirit could ever per- li 0 
form the like; for by its authority it 
bath alwayes ſuppreſt , and beaten. 
down Hereſies , and by her courige + 5 
overcome all the torments and ſuffer- *J 
ings, her enemies could invent to lay 
upon her; and by her Order, hath ever = 
retained in her Members one uniform 19 
Faith and Obedience , in all places” * 
where her Doctrine hath been ſpread: u 
which if it be granted, or can be pro- | * 
ved, that Gods Holy Spirit is at all r 


g times with his Church, to direct her in * 
her Doctrine, | hope none will deny 
bur 
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but that then ſhe is infallible, and ſo 
cannot poſſibly be capable of Errour ; 
and that it is ſo ſhall be made manifeſt- 
y to appear, if you will believe Chrift 
; Lumet who cannot deceive us; where 
Jin Saint 7ob»s Goſpel telling his Diſci- 
I ples that he muſt go to his heavenly Fa- 
Icher to prepare them places, at length 
Ie gives them and his whole Church 
this Conſolation, And 7 will pray 
Jobe Farber, and he Mall give you _ 
Jeamforter, that be may abide with yo 


In ever. Now we all know that the Jobn 14, 
| [apoſtles were not to remain for ever 6. 


J vpon earth, for they are dead and gone; 
o that this promiſe of Chriſt was to 
them, and his Church after them, 

\|ubich i is to remain to theend of the 

world: and in the next verſe he tells 

{them who this comforter ſhall be, 

Even the Spirit of truth, whom the 

i world cannot receive. Now I would 

fain know how Gods Church can Erre 


* — 
—_ . 
* 


{| when Gods Holy Spirit is with it. And 


| | Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will fend 
in my Name, be foal teach you alb 
things. 


in what ſhe declares to us of Faith, Ver. 13. 


again, Bat the Comforter, which # the Ver. 26. 


Math. 28. 
V. 20, 


ES POR Now we may be ſure, tharfngl 
the Holy Ghoſt is to teach the Churelh: | 55 


Truth taught in the ſame Church; ; and 


Divine aid; and if this Church Erre ie 
with their ouiding „then there can be 


Brethren to be reconciled one to an- |. 
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all things, there can be nothing but 7s 


I pray then where will yoar Errours re. 
main, but in your own boſoms. But l 
further the truth of this, out Saviout 
Parting out of this world , tells H 
Apoliles; That he would be with 1 1 1. 
even to the end of the warld;' ſo that 15 
we have two Perſons of the Bleſſed Tris 0 
nity promiſed to aſſiſt the Church off ;, 


God for ever, beſides God the Fathert 1 


no truth at all for us to be guided by; I 
ſor this is as clear as the Sun, that if the 
Church of God be guided by an Infal- 
lible Spirit it cannot Etre: And the 
Church of God is guided by an lofalli- | 
ble Spirit; therefore the Church of 
God cannot Erte. And though 
I have made this good already, yet I | 
will make it more plainly appear from 
Chriſts on words, where be exhorting 


— 


other ; which if they will not do by 
ceaſanable perſwaſions, they ſhould ) 
cell | 


The nth my ab a 87 
ell the Church, and if they will not hear Marth. 18. 
ebe Church, let them be as Heathens and . 17. 
Te by which it is plain, that 

qt the. Church were not Infallible; Juſt, 

nd free from Etrout, our Saviour 
Y:would never have tyed us to ber Judge- 

AF vent in dur Faith and Manners, under 

o ſad a penalty as being a Heathen , if 

ve do not hear and ſubmit to her; and 
therefore it is very neceſſiry for every 

one to ſubmit to Gods Church, which 

is infallibly true, leſt they be Heathens 
-intheefteem' of God ; and Man; and 

' conſequently out-lawes tothe Kingdom 

of Heaven: Again , fee what our Sa-. 

vionr faich to this purpoſe, in the ſame 

Goſpel, And I ſay unto thee, that thou Mattb. 16. 
ert Peter, aud upon this rock will I build 18. 
m Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall _ 
„ever prevail againſt, it: now if the 

|. Church could þ: erroneous , then you 4 
4 muſt deny this Goſpel to be true; for ( 
no Errours can be in the Church but by 7 
the prevailing. power of the Peril. 
which is meant by Hell-Gares , and 
which our Saviour ſaith , ſball never 

prevail againſt it : ſo by this we are 
certain the Church cannot Etre; and 

we 


a 


it 
ts}: 
ff 
1 
e 
91 
; 
: 
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t Tim, 3, 
\ 15. 


Chip. 35. 
v.83, 


truth. Now here I might top and ſay 


no more, for Saint Paal hath : faid }. 
enough; for if it be the piller, or ſup 
port of truth, and the ground from 

whence truth is derived, is it not mon- 
ſtrous to think of Errour; and 1 would 


fain know in what place Chriftians 
ſhould ever be free from errour in their 


Faith, if not in the Church of God, 


and for to ſay that there is no way to 


be free from it would be very ſtrange, 
for then all men would grope in dark 


uncertainties, which is quite contrary 


to the Qualities and Excellencies of | 


Gods Church , as was foretold by the 
Prophet //aiab, ſpeaking of the Church 
of Chriſt ; And an high way ſpall be 


Tb Catholich Aura. 
we may confidently confide in her in all 
matters of our Salvation, But for your 
further aſſurance, if our Saviour be not I 
enough, 1 will ſhow you what St. Paul 
faith concerning? this truth, where he 
confirms all that hath been ſaid of it, 7 
ſpeaking to holy Timothy; But if I 
tarry long, that thou mayeſt know hom 
tho oughteſt to behave thy ſelf in the 
bouſe of God, which is the Churchof the 
living Ged, the pillar and ground of the 


there, . . 


Tue Catholick, Mirrour. 
'Þ there, and it ſball be called the way of 
{ holineſs, and fools ball not erre therein , 
now if there be no poſſibility for fools 
to erre in it, certainly wiſe men can- 
not. But this is no ſmall ſubtilty of 
our Adverſaries to hold this opinion, 
well knowing that their Church hath 
been, and is full of errours; and that 
the gates of Hell hath prevailed againſt 
it, hath manifeſtly appeared, and doth 
now appear , when all that they can 
dô cannot allay the furious ſpirits of 
one Kingdom, nor reduce them to any 
Obedience to their Church; ſo that if 
they did not hold this Opinion as an 
Article of their Church, all the world 
would ſee theirs was not the Church of 
| God, becauſe it hath errours, by 
which they are forced to maintain it as 
well as they can, though it be againſt 
both Scripture and Reaſon too. Now 
J that this Church of God is onely the 
7 Roman Catholick, is plainly ſhown al- 
ready, by ber conformity to , and pra- 
Rice of Gods holy word, in all her 
points of Faith, which ſhe teacheth 
Chriſtians to believe; and therefore 
all her enemies wrong her and them- 
; ſelves 


The Ciathilick Mirrour. 
ſelves too, in ſaying the contrary ;-'fot'] 
whereas they cry out the Roman 
Church was once the true Church of 
God, but ſhe is fallen from it: now as 
they never could prove the time when, 
not the occaſion how, ſo is it impoſſibſe 
it ever ſhould, becauſe (as I have al- 
ready ſhown) Gods Holy Spirit guides 
and direRs it, that the Gates of Hel 
can never prevail to overthrow it, not 
bring it to errour. And now having 
ſufficiently proved the Infallibility of 
Gods Church, I cannot but adviſe eve- 
ry one that bath any care of their eter- 
nal welfare, to imbrace and believe 
what ſhe preacherh concerning the 
| ſame; and ſo conclude with that of St. 
An ouſtine „Many things (faith he) 
" 5 much reaſon, kept me in obe- 
« dience to the Catholick Church; the 
" , conſent of people and Nations holds 

*me, the Authority of the {ame 
© Church which'is riſen up by Miracle, 
* nouriſhed with Hope, augmented by 
** Charity, eſtabliſhed by irs Antiqui- 
Das ey. the ſucceffion of Biſhops. holds 

* me therein; wh ch beginning in the 
See and Authority of Saint Peter, to 
5 whom 


e Tie Celet Mario ; 91 9 
1 10 whom God recommended - care _ © 
4 < his Flock, is maintained to this pre- 
s ſent time: laſtly i the name of Ca- 
s tholick holds me in it; and addeth; 
, * be would not believe the Goſpel i it 
je ſelf, if he were not aſſured of it by 
„the Catholick r 


— 
- 


n | TY: 
8 Chap. 14. 


o Proving the Doctrine of Remi 708 i ; 
"I Sing, 4s commanded. by Chriſt, and = 
1-1 prafliſed by by Apoſtles, contrary to 4 
ve * Opinion of Proteſtants. | 


t. x VN TEre not the mindes of many 4 

| V men corrupted with imperi- 1 
e- | ous principles, they could not be io evil «OY 
he | as to queſtion, yea deny the gifts both 
ds | of Grace and Nature , that God hath 
ne | given both to Angels and Men, when 
je, | we have much reaſon to adore and 
by praiſe him, that he hach ſo much 
ai- | eſteemof any of our Nature, as to be- 
ds | ftow ſuch prerogatives upon them : 
ke | amongſt which, this is hot the leaſt that 
to | iam co treat of, concerning remiſſton 
8 of 
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of Sins by a-Prieft : which though. 1 
there be a grand miſtake in this Point 


- amongſt Proteſtants, and we are abuſed 


init; yet, I ſhall by Gods aſliſtance, 
and by his holy word, clear the miſtake, 
which may eaſily remedy the abuſe: 
for in all Myſteries of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, we are to conſult with Gods 
word, which (if rightly underſtood) 
cannot deceive us, and not with our 

own ſhallow underftandings which ea- 


' fily may: neither are we to be led away | 


with aiery fancies of our .own. , nor 
with a giddy multitude , nor ought the 
ſlanderous tongues of men to be truſt. 
ed in; but if you finde it plainly de- 
clared in Scripture, then are we bound 
to believe it: for this ĩs a general crime 
in this Age, that men think nothing 
can be true if their narrow capacities 
cannot comprehend it; as if all the 
myſteries of our Faith were ſo open, 

for every ones underſtanding to enter 
the knowledge of them; which if they 
were ſo, then there were no need of 
Faith, becauſe Faith i is. onely required 
in choſe things qur natures cannot com- 
ed and ſo "en every Turk and 
Pagan 


a n hw bd 1 WH UW 


1 The Catholick Mirrouri 
1 pagen be as good a Believer as a Chri- 
tian: therefore for the redreſs of thit 
evil we are to underſtand whether 
Chriſt gave this power to his Apoſtles 
or no; for if they had che power to 


pardon ſins, as being the Heads of his 
Church, the ſame power muſt remain 
to theit Succelſours in that Church; 


becauſe otherwiſe all ſucceeding Ages 


would receive no benefit by that gift, 

which our Saviour gave for the good of 
us all that lay hold of it. And to prove 
that they had this power is plain and 
eaſie enough; firſt, from Saint Mat- 
thews Goſpel, where our Saviour tel- 
ling Saint Peter he would build his 


Church on him, he ſaith, And 7 will Vat. 16, 
Live thee the Keyes of the Kingdom of v. 18, Wy 
Heaven, and whatſoever thou ſhalt binde 


on earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven; and 
whatſoever thun ſhalt looſe on earth, ' hall 
be looſed in heaven: by which it is clear, 

that he had a great power given him to 
pardon or not to pardon, and that 


_ thoſewhich he did not pardon on earth, 
ſhould not be pardoned. in heaves, 


which is the ſame in Gods Church xo 
this day; and therefore let every one 
G2 


con- | 
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” conſider what reaſon they have to be 
members of it, by which conſiſts oun 
eternal ſalvation. Again, our Saviour 

* tells his Diſciples in general, ſayiog, 
Piat. 18 batſoe ver ye ſhall binde on earth ſhall 
[| '$ v.18, he bound in heaven, and whatſoever ye 
2 ſhall looſe on earth foal be looſed in hea- 
ven: by which it is plain, that they had 
this power of remiſſion of ſins, and to 
deny the ſame power to their Succel, 
ſours in Gods Church would in my 
eſteem be very unreaſonable: And as 
in all other points of Faith, the con- 
tempt of them proceeds from a want 
of a right underſtanding of them, as [ 
have ſhown elſewhere , ſo is it the ſame 
in this; for it is buzzed in poor peopies 
ears, Can man pardon ſins, or can 
Prieſts forgive us, or the Pope abſolve 
us, without any conſideration of the 
nature of it at all; forif we rightly 
underſtood our ſelves, or did but con. 
ſult with reaſon, we ſhould ſoon be un- 

deceived in this myſtery: For in tbe firſt 
place know, that it is the gift of Cheiſt 
himſelf, and therefore not to be que- 
ſtioned by any man. Secondly, Prieſts 
cannot pardon ſins by any natural 
| pow- 
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The Catholick Mirronr. 
power they have more then other men, 
but by a ſupernatural grace from God; 

we know and confels,chat it appertains 
to God onely by nature to pardon fins, 
and ſo doth many other things, as 
working of Miracles, and caſting out 
of Devils, and boaling the ſick, and 
the like, which power we know God 
hath given unto men, as well as the 
other, proved by Chriſt himſelf, where 
he ſpeaking of all that truly believed in 


him, ſaith he, Theſe , fegnes ſhall follow, Mark. 18. 
in · my name ſhall they caſt out Devils they v. 17, 18. ; 


ſhalt ſpeak with new tongues , they ſhall 
tale up Serpents , and ij they drink any 
deadly thing it ſhall not hurt them; they 
ſhall ly handson the fick,, and they ſhall 
recover: now it is certain, all theſe ex- 
cellencies appertains to God by nature; 

but if he is pleaſed to give this power 
to men, what reaſon have we to que- 
tion, or be offended with it; which 
power is equal to that of remiſſion of 
ſins, and we ſee are both given to men 
by God. Thirdly, we are to conſider, 
that Prieſts do not pardon our ſinnes 
immediately from themſelves, but Mi- 
niſteriallßy, as when they apply the 
G3 words 
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words of Abſolution on us; God hath 
promiſed to pardon us, otherwayes be 
will not, as Chriſt ſaith, hoſe fins-ye 
remit, they are remitted; and whoſe ſins 
ye retain, they are retained :. ſo that 
you ſee this is plainly true, if you dare 
believe Chriſt himſelf. Now that this 
may not ſeem ſtrange to you, do but 
coolider that great vertue that is in 
Baptiſme; where by the application of 
water, and a few. words by the Prieft, 
or Miniſter , the childe is pardoned of 
all its original ſin; now it is not the 


Miniſter, nor Water, nor words, that 


pardons the Childe, but God himſelf, 
who is pleaſed by them, and that means, 
to do it; and yet it is ſo far from 
diſhonouring God, that he is honour- 
ed by it, becauſe it is his holy will it 


ſhould beſo, and this all Proteſtants 


believe, which is as great a gift of God 
to mankinde, as is the other; and by 


all people thus plainly underſtood, will 


not appear ſo ſtrange and monſtrous, 
as they are made believe it is: now we 
may plainly ſee how far thoſe kinde of 
men are from being in Gods Church, 
that do not onely not practiſe this 


trurb, 


The Catholick, Mirroar. 9 
truth, but rail againſt and contemn it, I 
though it be publiſhed by our Bleſſed | 
Saviour himſelf , for the good of the 
whole world. Again, conſider, if God 
had not ordained this in his Church, 
how ſhould we know that our ſins are 
pardoned by God at all, or when they 
are ſo pardoned, but that be hah pro- 
miſed when they do it on earth, he will 
do it in heaven; and this is our onely 
aſſurance, and as i were, 8 mark, by 
which we know our fins are pardoned, 
that we may thank his Divine Name 
for it, which otherwiſe we ſhould be 
very uncertain when to do. I ſhall con- 
clude this Chapter with that whole- 
ſome Counſel of St. Auguſtine, who 
deſireth, That none make doubt of Aug. No, 

« the Prieſts right in Remiſſion of Sins: Tei. 253 
** ſeeing the Holy Ghoſt is purpoſely 
t giyen them to do the ſame; in which 
de caſe if any be yet contentious, he 
+ muſt deny the Holy Ghoſt to be 
«God, and not to have power to par- 
«© don (ins : And onely adde that. of 5 
St. Ambroſe, who ſaith, Why ſhould 5; AImb. 
«it. be more diſhonour to God, or (b. 1.0 1. 
more impoſſible, or inconyenient for 4e beni. 

4 men tens?) 


"The C e Aline. | 


t men to forgive {ins by Pennance, { 
* then by. Baptiſme, ſeeing. that it is 
e che Holy Ghoſt that doth f it by the ? 


** Prieſts Office and Miniftery in both. 


bY 
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Proving the Churches Univerſality, and 
that mo Church is, or can be Ca- 
tholick but the Roman , againſt the 
Opinion of Proteſtants. 
F all the great actions that God 
hath opehly done for mankinde, 
there is none that he bath declared 


more apparently, then that his Church, 


ſhould be ſpread in all parts and cor- 


pers of the-whole world: to the intent: 


that all Nations hearing the ſound of 
the Goſpel , there could be none that 


might plead any ignorance in the not 


hearing of it. Now as this ſhall be 


proved by the words of Chriſt himſelf, 


fol will firſt ſhow it you by the Iofal- 
* lible Propheſies of the Prophets of 


Ila. 2. v. 2 God, and firſt of Iſaiah, And it ſhall 


come to pal „ in the laft dapes, that the 
1 on» 


* 
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1 And ſhall be exalted above the hills, and Church. 


J Nations ſhall flow.unto it; ſo here is 
one true teſtimony, that the Catholick 
I Church ſhall be ſpread in all parts, and 
all Nations ſhall partake of her holy 
Doctrine, and not to lye hid in a cor- 
ner, as in one Kingdome, or City, or 

f Congregation , or this mans Church, 
or that mans Church, as all Sectaries 
do: by which I ſhall plainly prove 
they cannot be any thing like Gods 
Church. And again, the ſame Prophet 
ſaith, (ſpeaking of the many benefits 
Jibat we ſhall enjoy under Chriſts 


Church) That the earth ſhall be fall of Chap. 11 
the knowledge of the Lord, AS the waters v. 9510. 


cover the Sea; Now as we know they 
are ſpread in all parts of the world, ſo 
is the knowledge of Gods truth ſpread 
by his Church in the ſame manner; 
which quality agreeth to no other 
Church but the Roman Catholick. The 


ſime Prophet declares further, 7 hat Chap. 49. 
Kings ſhall be thy nurſing Fathers, and. * 33: 


Qutens thy nurſiug Mothers; (and to 
ſhop the great reverence they ſhould 
EO O71 "Jo 


tc 1 
bear to this Church of God, (ſaith he) IE. 
They ſhall bow down to thee , with their E 


John 1@, 


V. I2, 


Iſa. 54 
V. 25 3. 
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aces toward the earth, and lick up then 
daft of thy feet. Now I would demand, 8 
what Church or Se& in the Chriſtian}: 
world, that hath Kings and Queens for I. 
their nurſing Fathers and Mothers , but JL 
the Roman Catholick; and ſo by con- 
ſequence cannot be the Church of God, Ju 
but are as wandering ſheep having no Fl 
true ſhepherd, and ſo are daily expoſed f 
to the rage and fury of that ravening I 
wolf, the Devil. Again, the ſame Pro- I 
phet ſpeaking how largely Gods 7 
Church ſhould be ſtretched forth under Js 
the Goſpel, ſaith, Enlarge the place of I 
thy Tent, let them ſtretch forth the cure | 
tains of thine babitation , ſpare not, ( 
lengthen thy Cords , and ftrengthen thy | 
fakes ; for thou ſhalt break, forth on the J! 
right hand, and on the left, and thy ſeed || 
ſhall inherit the Gentiles, and make the 
deſolate Cities to be inhabited. Now let | 
the underſtanding Reader judge, where | 
this Propheſie is fulfilled, in Proteſtants, 
and Sectaries, or in the Roman Church, 
which is thus ſtretched out, and hath 
her Members in the Weſt-Indie, and | 
5 Ef. 
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Eat. Indies, in China, in Tartary, in 
„Egypt, in Aſſyria, in Africa and & ſia, 
in Turky, and all parts of Europe, 
Jas the Empire of Germany, the King- 
Jdoms of Spain,, France, Poland, Eng- 
Land, Dominions of Ita): and every 
Land in Chriſtendom, is either all, or 
Ja conſiderable part of this Church, 
which none in the world can ſay be- 
Iſides, and fo are very far off from ſul- 
Jfilling this Propheſie. And in another 
Iplace he ſaith, And it ſhall come to Chap. 66, 
% that 1 will gather all Nations and 18. 
¶Tongues, and they ſhall come and ſee my 

Igor. Thus hath this holy Prophet by 

Gods inſpiration foretold clearly the 
Univerſal or Catholick State of the 
IChurch of God in the time of the 
{Goſpel ; and Jeremiah the Prophet 

| bath not been ſilent in Propheſying the _ 
fame, for ſaith he, I heaven above can Jer. 3 1. 
be meaſured , and the foundation of the 37- 
earth ſearched out beneath , then will I 

caſt off the ſeed of Iſrael , and the mea- 
ſuring line ſhall go forth from Gareb to 
compaſs about Goath; all which do de- 
clare the large extent of Chrifts Church. 

And for confirmation of theſe Prophe- 
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the pains to publiſh the Goſpel to all 
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| . | Þ ar 
ſies, and what elſe hath beem ſaid, 1 fo 


ſhall produce now the words of ou cc 
Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, who telling Fg 
hi: D ſciples of all the troubles the 2 | 1 
were to ſuffer for his name before King 
and Judges, but ſaith he, The Goal 0 
muſt firſt be publiſhed anon} all Natl ; 
on; ; which plainly ſhows that God ; 
Church muſt be Catholick or Univer⸗ 8 
ſal: and I would fain learn from out 1 
Adverſaries , what Church bach taken 


F 2 —_ 


Nations (and ſo fulfil theſe Propheſies) 
but the Paſtors of the Church of Rame 1 
for this may be urged to the ſhame of 
all Sects, that if none took more pains 


in codverting of Heathens, Jews, and 


% 
Infidels thea they do, many millions of 7 
ſouls might periſh for want of the 
knowledge of the living God: bur} ( 
they inſtead of labouring to convert ; 

| 


_ forceign Nations, and ſo make the 


Church Uaiverſal lie at home in a cor- 
ner of the world, jangling one with 
another, and ſleeping on beds of Donn 
in Ladies boſoms ; , and yet by all means 
theirs is the true Church , and they the 
onely Paſtors ſeat to convert the moos 

; an * 


© The Cable 7 mach I” 103 | 
Land yet never intend to go about any = 
r I cb matter. It is a wonderſub thing to 
onſider, that men that read the Bible, 
[oy ali theſe Propheſies, can be ſo ig- 
aorant to think that Gods Church 
M1 IT ould be pinn'd up in ſo harrow limits 
as any one Sect, or Congregation 3 
did Chriſt bimſelf preach for that, and 
command his Apoſtles to publiſh the 
*F Goſpel to-all Nations ? who dd ſo, 
UF and loft their lives in that work? was 
all this done, I ſay, to have bis Church 
VF thruſt up in a corner, and to be no 
v bere elſe > how then ſhall all Nations = 
come to know God, how ſhall they be - 
'F Baptized, in the Name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Gbeſt? bow ſhall they 
partake of any Sacraments > bow ſhall 
the Church hear their differences, and Mat. 18. 
decide them, as our Saviour faith it v. 17. 
hall? how I ſay (hill all th's be done, 
if it were ſo ſtraitned? but ſince ſhe is 
{ a Catholick Church, ſhe is every where: 1 
and fo all perfons (inſpired by God) in a 
all places may receive, if they will, the | 
| | foreſaid benefits, which otherwiſe can 
never be done. And thus is plainly 
chown you that there is an Univerſal 
| Church, 


the Spouſe of Chriſt , which is his Ho- 


4 © . The Cathilick Ain. 
Church; and that it is the Roman Cad 


tholick, is as plain in its agreement] 


with Gods Word, according to Sain 
Paul, who highly commends the ſame} 


Faith, in theſe words, To all that be in 
Rome , beloved of God , called to be] 


Saints, grace to you , and peace from 
God our Father, and from our Lord pe 


| ſus Chriſt : Firſt I thank my Go afe 5 


all, that your Faith is (poken'of through 
out the whole world: from which words 

we may gather, that if the Faith of 

the Romans was ſo inlarged in the 

world ſixteen hundred years ago, that} 
now it is much more; for then Gods 
Church was but in her Infancy, and 
now {he is in her flouriſhing State; (he 
was then under moſt cruel perſecutions 
by Tyrants, and now (praiſed be God)' 


ſhe is at reſt with her friends: ſo that 


now we may elearly ſee, that all thoſe 
that are ſhut up in ſuch narrow Cor. 
nets, are meerly Sects and Hereſies, and 
are clean ſhut out from the boſom of 


ly Catholick Church; and fo conſe- 
quently are in a very dangerous ſtate, 
as to the ſalyation of their ſouls, Our 
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al Saviour doth further demonſtrate this 
it]. extent of his Church by the fimilicude 

1 of a grain of Muſtard-ſeed, which be- Mark 4. 
ing at firſt very ſmall, it growerh to a 313“ 
„ great tree; ſo that the fowls of the 

ire makes their neſts therein: even fo 

che Church was at firſt very ſmall , buc 
now it is ſo ſpread over the face ok the 
earth, that all men may make their 
neſts, that i is, come into her Commu- 

nion, and be ſecure of their ſalvation, 

lieing according to her holy com- 
mands, which you ſee are agreeable to 

t the Divine Word of God. Again, 

Chrift ſaith (ſpeaking of the viſibility 

Jof his Church in the world) A City var. 5 

ſet upon a hill cannot be hid; neither v. 14, 15. 
do men light a Candle, and put it un- 

der a Buſhel, but on a Candleftick, 

and it giveth light to all in the bouſe : 

Now this light that Gods Church was 

to give by this here ſpoken by our Sa- 
viour, is not at all ſeen to forreign 
parts, by any Church, but the Roman 
Catholick, who hath the light of her 
Doctrine as far extended, as the Sun 

hath bis beams; when all others being 

but in Corners at home, can give no 
light 
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light at all to any „ Which 1 cleatiy : 


ſhows none of them can be Gods. 
Church, but of the Synagogue of Sa“ 
tan; for they have none of the marks 
of the true Church, ; ſo plainly ſet 
down in Scripture as to be Cat holick or 
Univerſal, and to be viſible in all Ages, 
ro be at union and peace one with an - 
other, to convert Nations, and ſeveral} 
others, which they have none; for in- 


ſtead of univerſality, and being ſpread 


all over the world, many of them will} 
not make ten Pariſhes in ten King- 
doms, and the beſt of them ſcarce a 
whole Kindom in che whole world:and 


iaſtead of being viſible to all ages, the 


names of Proteſtants, Presbyteriaps, | 
Independents, Anabaptiſts, and the 
reſt, were never heard of a hundred and 


ſixty years paſt: and as for their uni- 


on in Faith, which Chriſt left his 
Church as a mark, I leave to all people 
to judge, how much that belongs to 
any of them, that have ſeen and known 
cheſe twenty years confuſion about Re- 
Hgion; for Saint Paul ſaith of the 
Church of God, If any man be conten- 
tious we have no ſuchenſtome, And for 
= bs their 
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their converting of Nations, I am fore 


Ed N 


they will not boaſt of that chemſelves, 


I fince they never did any. By all this it 


is plain, that as the Roman Church 


hath all theſe properties, ſo (he muſt 
be, and is this onely true Catholick and 
Apoſtolick, (or none at all) and from 
her muſt we receive cur Faith ; accord- 
ing to that of our Creed; 7 believs in 


the. Holy Ghoſt, the Holy Catholick 
urch; ſo that they that deny the 


Church to be Catholick, or the Catho- 
lick Church, do plainly deny their own 


Bibles, and the Apoſtles Creed; which 
are the Articles of our Faith, But ha- 
ving ſaid enough on this ſubject for all 


- reaſonable people, I will conclude wich 
that ſaying of St, Auguſtine, For albeit Auguſtin. 
particular hills in one Countrey may #744. 1. 
© be unknown in another, (yer ſaith *” Ep. 59% 


he) a Mountain that paſſeth througb- 
© out all Countreyes, and filleth up 
'* the whole world, (as Daniel Prophe- _ 
*s fied the Church of Chriſt ſhould do) 


cannot but be apparent to che ſight 


* of all men, but onely of ſuch as 
1 bs. (hut their eyes from the 
** fight thereof. 8 
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Proving that 3 on certain Rt 
commanded by Gods Church to be 


' lawfml and goed, contrary to ty ON ” 


vion of Proteſtants. 
FH Almighty God when he « cre- | 
ated man a reaſonable creature, 
to do his will, and to live in ſobriety 
and temperance, made him an Epicure, 
and deſigned bim for no other purpoſe, 
he could not have lived either in more 
contempt or leſs practice of this Di- 
vine Vertue, then the people of our 
Age do; who indeed look upon all 
the rate Examples and holy Inſtituti- 
ons of our Bleſſed Saviour, as things 
indifferent, and of no concern at all 
to them; nay, are ſo far from the pra- 
Rice of them themſelves, that they de- 
ride and ſcorn thoſe that do; as if it 
were a crime to be vertuous, or to fol- 
low the examples and commands of 
our Saviour, who in many places of 
his holy word hath exhorted us to the 
good work of Faſting, as very neceſ- 
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ample of a good life”; : for he never 


require to do any ſuch thing for puniſh- 
ment; and I think no man will ſay he 
did it for pleafure , by which it is plain 


fain ſlip their necks out of the nooze : 


is not this meer madneſs to think ? but 


„„ 
ſary to ſabdae our — 
to obtain heaven This" dall evidehtiy 

appear, if yon conſult with Holy Writ, 

where we fhall firſt ſee our Saviours 

great example in faſting forty dayes and Mat. 4. ay 
forty nights; and I would gladly know 
wherefore he did ſo, if tot for our ex- 


committed ſin, and ehevefore did not 


that be fafted for our example: bur 
the common objection is, can you faſt 
as Chriſt did, if not, to what purpoſe 
is yours done? he faſted forty dayes, 
can you do ſo? and thus people would 


for IJ would ask them, wherefore was 
Chriſt humble and meel ? why did he 
pray, and watch, and weep? why was 
he patient, and courteous to all, but 
onely for our example, that we ſhould 
imitate him ; and (hall we not ſtrive to 
do any of theſe vertües, but ſlight 
them all, becauſe we cannot do them 
with that perfection as Chriſt did them, 


H 2 let 


t Tim, 5. 
Y. 33. 
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let ſuch people know); that as it is im- 
poſſible for the: beſt of us to do them 
with exact neſs, as he did, fo God doth 
not require it from us; but to the ut. 
moſt of out powers we are bound to 
practiſe them. and fo we are this Chri- 
ſtian act of faſting; tie foree and pow - 
er of which, as our Saviour faith, Caſt. 
ech out ſome ſorts of Devils; which 
being ſo, we may very well think that 
God cannot but be pleaſed with the 
doing of it; and we may jaſtly ima. 
gine , that the Apoſtles were ſtrict ob- 
ſervers of this rule: for Saint Paul ih 
his counſel that he gave to Timothy, 
bids him to mingle a little wine with his 
water for his healchs ſake: which plain- 
ly.thows, that be chjefly abſtsin'd from 
ſtrong drink, drinking onely water: 
and io it is ſaid of St. ohn Baptiſt, that 
bis meat was locuſts and wilde honey; 
which was very bard food for nouriſh. 
ing the body im any delights, but rather 
ſerved as they deſigned them, for mor. 


tification; and that is the onely cauſe 


that Gods Church commands het Chil- 
dren to faft and abſtain from meat that 
they may in ſome meaſure break their 

„ own 
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own wills; and mortiſie their fleſhly * 
members, that they may be more con- q 
formable to Gods will, and better d. / 7 
poſed to his holy ſervice. It would be 
too tedious to ſet down all plates of 
holy Scripture to prove: this, às the of. 
ten faſting of the IIraelites, and of I 
King David, who mourned, and wept, 84m. 1. 
and faſted until evening: and of Nehe- v. iz. | 
miah that mourned and faſted certain pie hem. | 
dayes, and prayed before the God ol „ 4. 
heaven; and in another place the Jews 4 
| faſted and prayed with earth upon their Ch. 9. v. . 
heads: and as it was a practiſe by all | 
our fore. fathers, ſo it is, and ever will 
be in Gods Church. Again, we read 
that all the City of Nine veh at the 3 
| Jonah 3, 
preaching of Jonas put on ſack.cloth; , * 
and faſted, both man and beaſt: '\now 
in my opinion theſe proofs might have 
been omitted, for the proof of this 
point, ſince reaſon and Chriſtianity 
might induce us to practice that which 
in it ſelf is the occaſion of much good, 
both for ſoul and body: It hath been 
ſo general a practice in all ages by Gods 
Church, that Saint Auguſtine ſaid, 
They were puilty of a mortal ſin thae 
17 0 H 3 * di1 


\ | f 


The Catholick Alirrour. 
did not ſalii the holyctime of Lent; 
and certainly thete s nont that is thus 
ſick of that ddeaſe;: but thoſe, chat re- 
iye wholly upon kitcbing phyſick, and 
ſo take ſo much care to preſerve and 
feed the body that they totalſy neglect 

the medicines and food for the ſo ul. 
And beſides, what hath been: ſaid:as to 
6 che example of Chriſt, and the gauod it 
ures to our ſbuls : let us conſider 
what holy! inteotstlieCatholick Church 
bath in the keeping of ſome particular 
dayes of faſting, and as for the time of 
Lent, ſne hath ordained the keeping of 
it forty dayes before the Paſſion and 
Reſurrection of our Saviour; fitſt, to 
imitate to the utmoſt of our power, 
his holy example: Secondly; that we 
ſhould by Faſting and Praying then, 
more then ordinary, have a dolorous 
reſentment of his bitter Paſſion, which 
he ſuffered for us. And thirdly , „that 
we might with true prepared hearts ce- 
lebrate the happy time of the Reſur- 
rection of his glorious body, and 
with reverence approach to the holy 
Sacraments of Gods Church , and for 
our Faſting on Oy every week , 8 is 
that 


be Catholick, Afirronr. 

that we may all ceaſe from the pleaſures 
of our tuſte, that day our Saviour ta- 
ſted Gall and Vinegar, and a little to 
Puniſh'our:bodies by faſting, when our 
Saviour fuffered ſo many dolorous 
wounds for us, in his tender and de- 
| licare Body, for the ſalyation of the 
world. Now if any one can finde any 
evil in theſe intencs and practices of the 

Church, let them quarrel with chem 
ſtill; but if not (as I am ſure juſtly 
they cannot) then are they bound in 
conſcience to follow the practice of ſo 
holy an Inſtitution. I will a little di- 
grels from my firſt purpoſe, by quoting 
an ancient Father or two for confirma- 
tion of this point, and ſo conclude this 
Chapter; as firſt, St. erome, Elias 


* and Moſes {faith he) by faſting forty En c. 58. 


e dayes were filled with a familiarity lia. 
e with God; and our Lord himſelf: fa- 
*ſted as many in the Wilderneſs, to 
« ſeave unto us the ſolemn dayes of 
te Faſt, that is Lent, And again (faith 


he) % We faſt forty dayes , or make 20. 51. 44 
one Lent in a year, according to the Marcel. 


* Traditions of the Apoſtles , in time 


152 convenient And grave St. Arm broſe 
4 faith 


CCP 


ed by men, but conſecrated by God, nc 


ved that this practice is go new innen- 


the gonſummation of the world. 


Proving that Scripturę is very bard to 


Angels and Saints, as that they koow 
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** nor inyented by any earthly .cogita+ In 
* tion, but commanded, by,,the;Hea- Id 
** venly Ma jeſty: thus is it plainly pro- 


tion, but what hath been generally pra- 
ctiſed by all holy men wha have been 
Members of the Roman Catholick ge 
Charch', and ſq will it eontinue, as Ile 
long as God hath a Church upon | al 
earth, which we are ſure will he until || a 


. . . 
EG — . 
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115 Chap. 15. Pe 


be underſtood, and that we cannot right». 
ly know the meaning of it , bt by re- 
 * thing upon the Church of God, which 
& & infallible; contrary to Proteſtants 
Opinion. 


T would not ſeem g little ſtrange, 
a did we but conſider the folly of ma- 
ny men, who have ſuch low thonches of 


no- 


ebe 
= ſoothing; and yer art. ſo ent 0- 
gant of their own, know 

Bone of e grand Myeries of dhe g 


Jibem, and chat che whole Ot. 
| 975 b to be trujſted in then t 
Jand ſopby, this demy Devil, ſelf. 14 
2 wrong themlelves, and firive to 
deprive Gods Church of that privi: 
ledge which Chriſt, ath given to her 
alone, with commands to us, to hear 
and obey ber in all things concerning 
Jour Salvation: but had theſe men heep 
| acquainted with St. ¶Auguſſ ine 
would have told them anotſef ety, 
who cryes out concerning Scripture, 
O wonderful profoundneſs of thy 
t words, wonderful profoundneſs, my 
„God, wonderful. profoundneſs, it ma- 
e keth g man quake to look on it, to 
© quake for reverence , and to tremble 
for the love of it; and thoſe places 
25 * ſaith he) which I know not, are ma- 
© ny more then thoſe that I know: 
by which every conſiderate man may 
- with himſelf, that if this great 
Poctor and light of Gods Church had 
this opinion of Scripture , and of 15 
weak- 


111 


Idle (as they chink ). are 1 15 


_ though be was an Apoſtle of Chriſt, ſis 


ny way we jaſtly conclade the 


Places; and I would know how any 


Te crakxt Mivoke: | 

Wenknbf in expomding it, witefirthþon 
telſon every Pürticular man Hath eh 
rhiokie caſie for him to do: hit ere & 5 8 
was fo lestned, and inff pired of God 4 [whe 
be wis, as all the Chriman wolld 
2 and chat Hir opinion beg, Joo: 
renble to the Cardolick! Church 
950 wi' and-that to Gods holy word, 1G 
Mill be raade mioſt manifeſt; 180 5 
froch St. Petetr gn teſtimony, wh 


yet apprehended Saint Pauli Epiſtles |fo 
Wray bard in the underſtanding of |fa 

: as alſo in all bis Epiſtles (faith |w 
tie) are many things bard to be under 
60d, which they that are unſearned | ir 
and anſtable wreſt , as they do alſo the |ri 
other Scriptures , unto their omen de- 
ſtriion, And if there be ſo many y 
places hard to be underſtood, how ma. || 


is in 

Revrlxtiur, where, as St.'Ferome | 
faith, every ſentence is 4 Myſtery ; ; and | 
bow many in the Cant icles, and inthe 


Propheſics of Daniel, and many vther 


particular man can tell what Chri 
meant in many Myſteries he ſpake, Ne 
O 
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w he knows what the Angel meant 


0 oþ | n he revealed thoſe:high Myſteries 
o St. cha and whine: Sb mon męam 
ben he declared theſe exxellent ſimilis 
tudes of Gods Church) and what Sti 


h places ſpoken of: if they anſwer me, 
„Gods Spirit tells chem the meaning; 
| [and chat they are perſwaded tis fo, let 
o [every one judge how poor this anſwer 
, [is (which is common amongſt them) 
$ 
f 
1 


ſame;  a' Cobler may alledge that as 
well as a Doctor, and a Tinker as well 
as a Divine: and this preſumption of 
| | interpreting the Bible by private-ſpi- 
[rits, bath been the cauſe of all theſe 
1 Seas and Opinions that are now in the 
world, which would rend the ſeam- 
leſs Coat of Chriſt, / which is his 


| God had ordered every one to be his 
cauſed Saint Paul in his Epiſtle to com- 


mand us to obey our Paſtours whom he 
hath placed to rule over us: and (faith 


Jou. 


„ 


{Paul meant when he welt thoſe hard 


for cannot every Sectary plead; the 


| Church, in pieces if they could. If 


\ 
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| own Interpreter, he would never have 


| he) Submit your ſel ves Her they watch for Heb. 13. 
Jour ſonls, and hall give an account for 17. 
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yos::-It- is a wonder that this Text ene 
not blotted; ont by all ſelf. conceiteyſe 
people; or that they do not deny it tit. 


be good Scripture (as they do man for 
nther places} for if, as St. Paul ſaitlſ fit 
here, we muſt obey our Paſtours, (thai th 
is thoſe that teach the true Faith off kr 
Gods Church) why then we muſt for. th 


fake aur own fancies, in expounding 
bard places of Scripture, becauſe God 


bath gi ren it in their charge to do that, 


and put us into their charge too to be 
guided by them; for ſaith the Text, 


Submit to t he and how do we that 


when we ſcorn them, and ſubmit 


none but our own will, quite contrafy 


to Gods holy word. which one day will 
be the onely witneſs againſt ſuch kinde 
of men: and ſince Saint Paul tells us 
that they watch over our ſouls, and 


ſhall give an account for us; who is it 
but thoſe that are blinde, doth not ſee 


that we are bound in conſcience to ſub- 
mit to their judgements. But the com- 
mon peeviſh object ion by many people 
is, ſhall I pin my faith upon any mans 
leere, or cannot I know and under. 
and the Bible my ſelf, it is plain 


enough 10 


4 


[4 
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'T rhe he Cltilith Miner, 
ugh; and thus poor! fouls are mir 


iteſſe wb] cheated by tdvfadcitry of Sa- 
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for this ſnare catches thouſands z 
Wor it is che very ſame that caught ont 
til tirſt Parents; for he made them believe 


theſe kinde of men to their deſtruction; 


7 by telling them the x may be 28 wiſe as 


| their Paſtors, it they tead the Bible 
they (hall know the meaning as well as 
they: and fo theſe helliſn ſuggeſtions 
paſſeth currant with them, for the ſpi- 
rit that telleth them the meaning of 

I; for the Devil dell knoweth, that 

be poſſeſſeth any with ſelf. conceit, 
he bas done his work: And now I have 
diſcovered this great abuſe that is put 
upon many men, will proſecute the re- 
medy, anddeclfre what way. is beſt to 


| be taken, to know thoſe hard places in 


Scripture, and the true ſenſe of them ; 
Firſt , we are to renounce our own 
jadgements , which may eaſily deceive 
us, and reſign our ſelves to Gods Church 
which cannot; for ſinee we are ſure 
that God ever badi in the world a Vi- 
ſible Church, and that this Church can 
„ not 


A that they ſhould be as-wife as God 43 I@ Gen. 3. 
know good and evil; and ſo he leads vet. 5. 


The oui A t | 

not᷑ ere, as 1 luv proved before; be 1 
cauſe the Holy! Ghoſt is the. guider ae 
it; What better way can any man poſſ e 
ſibhy deviſe, then by ſubmitting hi 
Fah to Gods Church, for if we do ſo oc 
we do what God command us, and [2 
then we diſcharge our duty; which ii v. 
they that are in the viſible Government] ® 
of it teach us any thing that theyf © 
dught not to do, they ſhall anſwer ii Þ 
it to God, and not we, for we are in 
their charge, and they muſt give an gc- £ 
count for us, as St. Paul before tells us; 
and let any man in reaſon judge, (if | 
there were no command for it by oy | 

4 8 


whether it be not more ſecure to ſtan 
to the uniform judgement oſ one hun-. 
dred thouſand grave Doctors in Gods 
Church, which all agree in one expo- 
ſition of the Bible now, and with all 
that hath gone before, that were of the 
ſame Church, then with their own pri- 
vate ſpirit, or to relye upon thoſe that 
cannot agree amongſt themſelves, but 
are in continual conteſt one with an. 
other. And for our further aſſurance 
and ſecurity we (hall have, by reſigning 
our felyes:to the Church , we are to 


con- 
C 


4 ankdei that as Gods Church is guard. 


* Te Cake Alber 


ed by bis power from the Gates of Hell 
| arm ringed power over it, ſo we 


jg. as Members of it can never fall from: 
Jour Faith:, as 


long as we are ſo reſign. 


— 


r GAs emnus ©. 


* 


Al ed, for till then we are continually wa- 
i il yeriogand unconſtant in our minder, 
Jas too many by experience findes it 


true; but when we are fo ſettled we 


have perfect free dom to ſerve God, in 
that ſecond principle of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, which is good works. ſhall onely 
add one thing to all ſerious peoples con- 
ſiderations, that is, why there is ſo ma- 
ny ſorts of Bibles amongſt Proteſtants, 

and all Sectaties, and what their deſign 

is in it: as for example , ſome haveall 


the Books of Scripture, and ſome leave 


out the Apocraphy (as they call it) 
ſome have Contents to their Cha- 
pters, and ſome have not, and every 
tranſlation differs in a thouſand places 
at the leaſt; and the reaſon of it is 
clear to. thoſe that are not willing to 
be cheated in their ſouls, becauſe every 
Tranſlator makes them dance after his 
Pipe; that is, the Bible he ttanſlates, 
ſhall be ſure to favour his pernicious 


9 . opi- 


Rev. 22, 
v. 18, 19. 


Deut. 4. 
6 
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opinions; and being tixed wich iti t 
all cry, the meaning is the — 
T would demand of thoſe — 
4 perſons, how they dare to alter the 


Seripture, either by adding or dimini- 


ſhing, lince there is a turſe pronounced 0 
againſt them that do, by God hiqſelf: 

for ſince we are all ſure; that the firſt} 
Bible that we had for our inſtruction; ! 
was writ by the inſpiration of the Holy 1 


' Ghoft , is it not a high preſumption 


for any man to vary from that, and 
then pretend that the meaning is the 
ſame, when many times the altering of 
one Letter mars the ſenſe of a whole 
Sentence , much more when they alter 
a word, nay Sentences themſelves, to 
work their own- defi igns; as if, what 
God ordained at firſt had need to be 
corrected by their wiſdoms: by which 
it doth appear, that if every Heretick 
could have his will, he would truſt out 
of Scripture all places chat make againſt | 
kis principles; and yet it would (with 
them ) be as good Scripture as any: 
and then to interpret that by their own 
private ſpirits, muſt needs bring ſtrange 
confulion, borer in the knowing whieh 


is J, 
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meaning of it is. If we conſult with ho- 
4 ly David we ſhall finde that he appre- 
4 hended more difficulty in knowing the 
. word of God then theſe kinde of men 


is the true word of God, and what the. 


123 


do ; who faich,Give me ee Plal, 159; 


| God, and I will ſearch thy Law: | 
| he was as wiſe as any that pretend fo 
much of the Spirit , and yet he would 
not ſo much as ſearchinto thoſe Myſte- 
ries without particular aſliſtancefrom 
God. So we read that the Eunuch 


der the Queen of Candice, and ſo con- 
ſequently of great knowledge; yet 
when Saint Phi/ip the Apoſtle asked 
him whether he underſtood what he 
read out of Iſaiah concerning Chriſt, 


%% ͤ . = 
; —_ ” 8 >» _—_; —_ - 


(whoſe. charge it was) declared the 
meaning co him; by which we may ſee 
. that he , though a great man, was 
| not. ſo preſumptuous to interpret 
Scripture of himſelf, as many do_now ; 
and yet might as well have pretend: 
ed the ſpirit as they: fince we fee, 
he was ſo well given, as to go fo far 

923 from 
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, (> 


which was a man of great authority un- 


ure v. 34. 


he anſwered, How can I, except ſome Acts 8. | 
man ſbould guide me; and then Philip 39 37* - 
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from his own' Countrey to worſhip | 
Godin feraſalem, and to read the Bi- 
ble in his going home, In like manner 
our Saviour meeting with two of his 


Lake 24, Diſciples going to Emaus, after bis Re- 
v. 275 45 ſurrection, it is ſaid he expounded to 


them all the Scriptures ; and when they 
were en pr he appeared to them, 
and opened their underſtandings, that 
they might know the Scriptures: from 
whence we may juſtly gather, that if 
his Diſciples and Apoſtles (which were. 
ſo converſant with Chir in bis life- 
time) were ſo ignorant of -Scripture, as 
not to know the meaning of the Pro- 
phets which foretold his Reſurrection, 
the third day, and other Myfteries of | 
his Death and ſufferings, what igno- | 
tince'then have we (or at leaſt we 
ought to think ſo) that never had thoſe 

large means that the Apoſtles had : 
bur ſuch is the miſerable ſtate of theſe 
unhappy times, that many think them- 
ſelves more wiſe , and more holy, then 
the Apoſtles were, or then the whole 
Church of God is now; and I think 
in time they will like Lucifer, ſuppoſe 
themſelves equal to God himſelf, Thus 
ba. 


7 


of underſtanding the Sori pture, with 


the danger of expounding it, to our 
' own private ſehſe ; together with what 


courſe to follow in knowing the true 
meaning, which is by adhering to Gods 


holy Church: I will conclude wich that 1 
ſaying of Saint Auguſtine, Then do 4 . | 
.I. cont. 
Creſcon, | 
now ſcemeth good to the Univerſal whe 
*« Church, which the - Anthority of 


*+«* we hold (ſaith he) the verity of the 
« Scriptures , when we do that which 


« Scripture themſelves do commend x 
** ſo that foraſmuch as the holy Scri- 
* pture cannot deceive, whoſoever then 


« (s afraid to be deceived with the ob- 
. ſcurity of queſt ions 5 let him therein 


* ask counſel 6f the ſame Church, 
* which the holy Scripture moſt cer- 
**tainly, and evidently pointeth and 
5 ſheweth unto us. 
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Proving the. neceſſity of the Churches 


Divine Service to be ſaid in the Latine 
Tongue, er in one Language , in all 
1: ylaces of the world where it is exere 
eiſed; contrary to Proteſtants Opi- 


« * 1 
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IId alrChriſtians follow the coun- 
LD ſeſof our Bleſſed Saviour in his 
commanding us to ſubmit and adhere 
to Gods Church, there would not be 
ſoch -quarrellings in our mindes, nor 
bad ſpeethes from our mouths, againſt 
her holy Inſtitutions; which though 
ſometimes have not àn apparent riſe 
from Scripture, yet are ordsined in the 
Church by the inſtinct of the Holy 
Ghoſt , who (as I ſaid) is alwayes with 
her to direct her in all her propoſals to 
us concerning our Salvation: and as 
we may reaſonably think , that as God 
hath committed to her charge the dif- 
penfation of the holy Sacraments to 
us, and other high qualities, fo he hath 
inveſted her with power to Ordain, 
| | Con- 
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Confſtitute, an@Decree, any thing that 
may de tb the good and beneftef the 
ſame Church which Decrees and Con- 


ſtitutions M axe hound 0 ohſerve, and 


without apy diffieulty in « Couſcienct 
may, ſo long: ad it is not hgaiijſt Gads 
word, but rather agreeable to; the 
ſame: amongſt which thiogs, that are 
thas confticutedby the Churxb, this of 
the Latine Service is one, which Iſhall 


prove to be ſome hat, agreeable to 


Scripture, and altogethet:co Reaſon, 


” 6 y * ;n N 5 
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and the praRtice of the Church of God 


in all Ages! Firſt; we; will; obſerve 
ſomething pertinent to this in Saint 


Lues Goſpel; whete he deglares,. that Luke 1. 
when Zacharias the Prieſt was offering 10. 


and praying to God in the Temple, for 
himſelf and all the people, that the 
whole multitude of the people were 
praying without at the time of his of- 
fering Incenſe; by which it appears, 


that they knew not what he ſaid, nor 
under ſtood any thing of it; which is 


now the main objection againſt us in 


this point by our Adverſaries : but to 
fatisfie theſe people, we are to take no- 

tice, that the publick or common Ser. 
1 vice 


The Cathobch-AMfirrour. | | 
vice af Gods Church, 'beiaggeompor'd 
| of: Sacrifice;, Prayers: and Thankigi- 
= vitgs is ehereforechiefipdefigned ſor 
the bonobrcand glory of God," as be- 
if ig every day offered ũpoto him by the 
f Sileſti and not for the edification of 
3 the pedple; ſo much by under ſtanding 
| it; as dy the benefit they receive and 
I  parrake/ofi;:beipp/ pteſent at it; for 


when the Prieſt faich tho ſervice of the 


| = Cor.14 Charchthedffers eto Gbd for himſelf, 
lich 5, forthe people ptrſemt! forthe whole 
v. 1. 2, 3. Church; 'dtforaily other nexeſſities of 
1 people that ave abſent ſo that it mat. 
cdteers net whether they underſtand him 
bor no, fince they have at much benefit 
of his Prayets as if they did; for if 
They heard him not ſpeak à word it 

were the ſame thing / ſo long as God 

both hears him and underſtands him, 

to whom it is offered and deſigned; 

for in Sacrifice, Prayer, and Thank(- 
giving, the Prieſts ſpeak to God, and 

not to the people: for example, when 

any man lies ſick, or in diſtreſs: at 
home, he fends to the Church to be 
pray ed for, by the Miniſter and Con- 
gtegation; now ſhall we think becauſe 
| he 


rk Ch e 
* hecheats ndr underſlande not thoſe 


which pray for him „that he hath. no 


benefit hy their prayers, this were ab- 
ſurd to thiok-; for then we ſhould be 
never the better for our Saviours Inter- 
ceſſion to his heavenly: Father for us, 
whom we underſtand not; nor know 
when, vor for what he intercedes to 
him, and yet we all receive much good 
byit 4 and ſo we do in the Prieſte ſay- 
ing the Divine Service, . who.repre- 
ſenteth the place of our Saviour on 


earth to mediate for us; and we are al- 


ſured that the effectual feryent prayers James .. 
v. 16. | 


of a-righteous man prevailerh much, 

whether we hear and underſtand them 
or no: but yet to diſcover the folly of 
thoſe that impuꝑne this practiſe, they 
may pleaſe to take 2 that the La- 
tine tongue is not ſo much unknown 
or understood, as it is thought it is; 

for if chere was any need to underſtand 


the Service (as J have proved there is 


not) there be many thouſands of 
our Church and others that under- 
ſtand the Latine Tongue, and thoſe 
people that do not, are ſo well inftru- 


cted by the Church, that with the in⸗ 7 


14 ſtructi. 
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| „ and may know any part of the 

reſt when they will, if there were any 
need, 'as there is none; ſo that it is 
not ſaĩd in Latine becauie the common 


people ſhould not underſtand ĩt, (as He- 


reticks faſſly report) but for a great ne- 


ceſſity and convenience in the Church 


(as I ſhall ſuddenly prove: ) but firſt it is 
* obſeryable, that though the common 


people in England read the Bible in 


Engliſh, yet they underſtand not half 
of it; nor which is worſe, are never made 


to underſtand it; yet Proteſtants will ſay - 


they muſt not therefore leave the read- 
ing of itquite, becauſe the underſtanding 


of ſome parts is beneficial to them; ſo 


their Common Prayer being read and 
fung in Cathedrals and other places, 
is not under ſtood by many of the wiſer 
ſort, much leſs by the common people, 


and ſo is all one, as if ip were in La- 


tine; yet if there were any benefit to 
. | be 


to give thanks; when to do reverence, 4 
and \when not; beſides moſt of the 
Books they haye in their Engliſh - 


% 
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be had, it would be never the leſs to 


them, becauſe they. underſtood it not; 
once as I {aid before, it it offered to God 
'] onely for alle the Church, and not to 
Jas. Ao ſince it is ſo in theſe practices 
-] amongſt them , I hope they will not 


but think that thoſe that are ignorant 
| amongft-us, may, and do receive much 


comfort by our Churches Service; 


Þ fince by being ſo often at it, and good 
inſtructions from Prieſts, they come in 


P 


- ſhort timezto the knowledge and mean- 
ing of it: but perhaps ſome” may ob- 
ject, that ſince we cannot underſtand 


them perfectly, why ſhould we go to 


|. Church to bear the Service ? to which I 
anſwer, that:itis without eompare bet= - 
| ter to go to Gods Church to offer our 


Devotions: by every ones - praying to 
God; by preſent at the Inſtituti- 
on of the Bleſſed Sacramett, by ſeeing 
devout people teceive it., with true de- 


votion: beſides, none but Atheiſts will 


deny, but that 1 it is better to do any act 
of Devotion in a Church dedicated to 
Gods holy Service and nothing elſe, 
then in a prophane houſe, which is 
chiefly deſigned for temporal buſi _ : 

ut 
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N 
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but indeed:, as Proteſtants do their De. Pet 
yotion in Churches, there is no great % 
difference, who tit on their tails, 450 

” ſtaring about them when their Com- Ipr 
mon- Prayer is ſaid, and have more ſſp 
regard to the manner, then to the ie; 

matter performed. But it it far other. % 
wiſe with Catholicks in the Church, for | 
there everyone is on their knees, pray 
ing to Gad for "ſuch things as tbey 
ſtand in need of, and the Prieſt prayes 
for them all; ſo that were it in the 

Mother Fongue it (ignified: nothing |: 

more, and if they heard him not ſpeak | 
a word it were the ſame : for why? 
the Prieſt is bound to ſay the Divine 

Fervice every day; if there were no per. 
ſon preſent: but hitnſelf ;. and yet we 
may receive benefit by bis Prayers too, | 
that neither ſee hear, morùnderſtand 
him, becauſe:the prayers off any good | 
man prevailes with God ;\though the 
perſons preyeti for were a thouſand | 
miles off. This now that hath been 
faid may ſuffice any moderate perſon, 
as to the belief that there is no necel- 
ſity of underſtanding the Common 
Service (as there is in the hearing of 

Ser-. 
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J ermons -, for- thoſe are alwayes 
ie eached in the Mother Tongue to 
5, tommon people) becauſe when the 
* Iprieft faith Maſs, or Divine Service, he 
© [ſpeaks to God, and when they: preach, 
lie is directed to man onely. But now I 
Iwill how the reaſon why it is ſaid in 
Latine in all places of the world, and 
the convenience of it: Firſt, we ate 
to conſider that the Catholic Church 
is not pinnꝰd up intro one Kingdom., or 
Dominion, as other Churches are; that 
ſay their Service in the Mother tongue; 
for which reaſon, ſince that all Nations 
from ber receive one uniform Faith, 
ſo they have all one Service, in one 
Language, which hath many cunve- 
niences with it (aod' no incommodity 
at all) for by that means Priefts that 
are ſent into Forreign Countreyes, 
9 | where they ſpeak never a word: of the 

| Language when they come there, yet 
may do that for which they were ſent 

and commanded: there; that is, ſay 
Maſs and adminiſter the Sacraments, 
as well as if they did, and thoſe in 
thoſe Countreyes where they are ſent, 
can as well underſtand them as their 
. | own 


2. 
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own prieſts they had before, being 
tires: Beſides many thouſande 
Citholicks travel from one bert i 
Chriſtendome to another', and: co od - 
where they will in any of -theitf 
Churches, they underſtand and heat 
the lame Service thatthey do at home; fa 
which if it were not ſaid in all plates“ 
in one Language they could not; for 
ſince the Catholick Church is compo- A 
ſed of fomany Nations, and are con- 

1 

| 


tinualby. travelling and mixing one 
wich the other, it would be barbirous | 
to all ſtrangers to hear that Service 
which none of them underſtood: (if A 
there were any neceſſity for the ander- \ 
' ſtanding of it) 286 for example, the 


ih. Spaniards , Italians, Dutch, 


&c. come all at one time to our 
ervice, here in England ;, now were 
it faid inEngliſh, it would be barba- 
rons to them all; but being in the 
ſame Tongue , as it is in their own 
Countreyes , they underſtand it as 
well as if they were there: fo that 
the diſcreet Reader may ſee what ne- 
ceſſity and convenience the Church 


hath in uſiog che Latine ſervice; W 
if- 


0 


Na ir were confined. to ſo narrowꝛ limit 
s dthers are, would uſe none but the 
Mother Tongue as others do: ſo that 
all Chriſtians may, ſee the integrity of 
rei Gods Church, which in this and all 
another . points, orders every thing for 
e, the good and convenience of all. ber 
des Members, & which is done with ſo much 
or wiſdome and prudence , that it plainly 
o- appears to be guided by the Spirit of 
a. | God: as alſo the malice of our ene. 
164 mies is own, who make people be- 
15 | lieve that Papiſts are kept in groſs ig- 
e | norance, and muſt not read the Bible, 
i | nor muſt not underſtand the Common 
E [ Service, becauſe they ſhall not (as they 
ſay) know what the evil of it is: and 
ſuch fooleries is continually buzzed in 
» | their ears, but how ſlanderouſly let 
every Chriſtian judge. Now that this 
hath been the practice of the whole 
Church for this ſixteen hundred years, 
and the belief of all the ancient Fathers, 
our adverſaries themſelves know ſuf. 
ficiently, yet for the love of their 
large Revenues will not diſcover it 
(gor other points as true as Goſpel) . 
to the people that want underſtand-. 


. ing; 
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jog [hve which proves — moſt! al 4 V 
ure to give a ſevere account to God 
whom they cannot deceive. And for ti 


bring inthe Sentences of the Fathers te 8 


prove this, would ſwell this Book into i 
larger Volume then is deſigned; I will) 
ou them where they are to be und 
at every one may know their practicei 
in this point, (and firſt ſee Saint Cy. 
prian, Expo. orat. domi. 13. Saint Gre. 
gory, Lib. 7. Ep. 65. Jerome, Prefat. in 
Fſal. ad Sophron, Chriſeſ. lib. 2. C. 13.) 
and conclude with Saint Pau, that iff 
after all this that hath been aid 716 
man be contentious , we have no ſuch Cum. 


Foe nor the Church of God. 
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uf Tring is general of bath Cburcber. 


iS I 'Ow haying plainly proved all the 
N chief 


points of our Faith by 


& tde Proteſtänts own Bible, I ſhall pro- 
ceed a little to ſpeak in gene al con- 


cerning both Religions, that all men 
may conſider and ſee, by their Anti- 
quity, Riſe, Practice, and Proceedings, 
which is the likelieſt to be the Church 


of God, if it had not been, or were 
not to be proved by Scripture: for in 


the firſt place we ſhall finde all Reli- 
gions (but the Roman Catholick) ſo 
like innocents for Age, that they have They are 


not yet left their Cradles, that is, all Novel- 


they are rocked up and down by their ties in 
new opinions, and ſo far from being on to 
ſettled, that it is to be feared they Gods 


never will; for what wiſe man can be Church. 
ſo much an enemy to truth, as to 


think Gods Church was not ſpread in 
the world before Henry the Eighths 


time, or Martin Luthers, or ohn 


Cal- 


comparĩ- 
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2 D \ : 


, K * En . 22 —" 21 : 4 * * 
, n 
The Cntiulieł k * 
atbolie E 
* U » . 4 
* e , 8 . 0 * 


28 by 


in of all Religions, but the Roman, 
(as every one knows which hath read 
any thing) and for ſuch men who 


vers, to pretend new lights ; and diſ- 
coveries from God, 27. . 
of Chriſtian Religion, who ſeeth not, 
but that it was prepoſterous (as it 
hath proved) for 1 would demand, 
why did our Bleſſed Saviour preach 
Chriſtian Religion, and ſend his Apo- 
ſtles and Diſciples preach the ſame 
to all Nations in the world, that they 
might plant true points of Faith, 
and they did do it, and watered it 


with their Blood; was this done for | 


nothing, that when theſe pretended 
Reformers came , they muſt make 


the world believe, that God would 


undo all again (what had been pra- 
Riſed ſo long in all Chriſtendome) 


to have new Religions of their ma- 


king ſet up; ſure theſe men thought, 
that either God knew not what he 


did, when he planted the firſt, or 


that all people but themſelves were 
_ very 


tery ſimple; toreteiye ia ſecond Faiths 4 
from chem, :of:theit{ omo cinvent-! 
| ter and doth ſtill D ner 
F. were they. ſeverally gion to an 

| authotiry with Glly peopler3 but they? 
began ta tail and revile.. one àgainſt 
the other juſt as ve {ce their ſuc? 
ceeding ſollowers da. tos this day; 
(which ingeed is proper to all Secta- 
ries and Hereticks to do) which ſhew - 

ed xen; and how, 'of wat iar di- 
ſtance their Docttine wat from pleds 
ſing God, who is the God of peace, 
and hat ech content ion; as alſo far 
from being of bis Church ſince 
there lsno ſuch cuſtame (as Saint 
ng Aaith) and yet we ſee by wo⸗ 

ull experience in this Kingdome; 
bow . theſe Sects (which dre the 
ſpawn of Hereſie) ſtill grow more 
and more amongſt us; and in their 
| increaſing. are ſtill morè monfirous 
chen at firſt, in their opinions againſt 
God, and Chriſtian Religion; and 
F yet they ſay (as the firſt of them 5 

did) chat God hath, fent then to 
5 K con- 


Their bad 
practices 
and pro- 
ceedings 
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Hererick# thiat come after this Age 
will fay thedike., and ſo it ſeems by 
rhem thate Sd will never ſettle any, 


dut have every Age a new Religion. 


And thus we may fee what a tempe- 
ſtuous ſes Hereſte is , which tumbles 
them up and down that follow it, 
and m ver ate at reſt here, till they 


iti battiue themſelves in the ſecure 
Ship of the Catholick Church, where 


God: bimſelf is the Pilot; from 
wende thoſe - unhappy: ſouls that 


dent out: (and were the cauſe: of 


cheſe prodigious torms ): have 'ſuf- 
fered' ſhipwrack on the quick-fands 
of their own-giddy fancies. Again, 
let us obſerve further, how monſtrous 
theſe Hereſies and Factiom ate, and 


how deſtructive both to mens ſoule, 
and to Monarchy ,i.in the Civill Go- 


vernment of our Bodies: Firſt , we 
may eaſily petceive what ruine it hath 
brought to many ſouls, when they 
are taught to deny all theſe Princi- 
ples of Faith, proved in this ** 
| y 


Tir chte n r! 
convert and putge the world, and 
bring in ne Religions; and fo all 
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ice of God. 100 other high 


; 5 points by ſome of them as the God. 


: 


head of Chriſt. and the Holy Ghoſt, 
is denyrd by Antebaptiſts, 00 Qua- 
ers ,” and too many otbets, and 
Faptiſine of Infants : : and amongſt. 
them altogether, is ptactiſed fuch 
à furious Lontempt of Gods word, 
wid All the Sacraments and Divine 
Myfteries of Chriftian Religion, as 
never was yet known or heard of 
in the Chriſtian world before; ſo 
that fome people are eyen diſtracked, 
and know nor where to go for to 
finde reſt for their ſouls, becauſe ſo 
many Seats pretend for the truth, 
aud are all falfe , becauſe as Saint 
Paul with ; there is but one Faith, 
* God, and one Baptiſme; and 
Extholick Church - is the onely 


Haven for all thoſe troubled ſpirits 
(that ſeek for truth) to finde repoſe 


in. And how deſtructive they are 
to Civill Government, I need not 
quote any Authour to prove it, ſince 
our King and Kingdome at home, 
as wel as others abroad, bave felc 
K 2 che 
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noiſe or diſturbance, agreeableY 
bis Word, who ſaid , My peace 


FP a etc ARR" rt nh ei Wag, 4-14 is 
. N N n 2 4 , F Tp * * F 1 * * 9 n 0 s N * * K * 
% a — * 5 
* 
» 
- - 0 
2 : 
— - 


Thb Catbolick Mirrour. 1. 


the helliſn hands of Hereſie and 
faction, in ſuch ſort, that Rebelling 


againſt our. (deceaſed) lawful Sove- 1 
reign , they did not onely ſpill his 


Royal Blood , but thouſands of his 


SubjeRts, and this under the appea- 


rance of Religion too as well as any:; 
but they that ſee not theſe to be 
ſnares and pits. of the Devil, deſerve 
to fall into them , ſince none but thoſe -_ 
that are wilfully blinde can be caught 
in ſuch viſible ginns. 

And now as I have briefly ſhown 
vou the rough and ſtormy, Seas of 
Hereſie and Factions, fo I will open 
the gate to let you fee the ſmooth 
and pleaſanteſt Waters of Gods 
Church , which runs through every 
vein of the world peaceably, withgyt 


* 


I leave with you , and that you 
love one another as I have loved 
you ; which words of our Saviour 
is no where obſerved (as I have 
ſhown by the malice and contenti- 
ons that is amongſt Hereticks ) but 

in 


The Catholick, Mirronr, 


in the Catholick Church, which bach be 
/ had this peace which Chriſt left ever Churches 


Antiquity 
5 le 3 


ſince he left it; and as it began 115 
in his time, "and the Apoſtles , 

be a famous Church throughout 
the world, fo hath it continued in 
the ſame ſplendor and purity to this 
day, as is plainly ſeen , firſt, by 
her being ſo conformable in her Do- 


Erine ſhe now teacheth , to the true 


and infallible word of God (as 1 


have proved.) Secondly , in her con- 


tinuance of her lawful Line of Pa- 


tours, Thirdly , in her Apoſtolical 


care for the Converſion of Nations, 
that know not God, which other- 


dle ade pens. rann, by Tie, | 


practice. 


her Miracles famed throughout the 
world , as our Saviour ſald, who 
ever did believe truly in him ſhould 


have power to caſt out Devils, and Mack 1655 
take up Serpents; and drink poiſon “ 17 


and not hurt them; ſo his Church which 


hach onely truly believed in him., hath 


onely had many Members that hath 
truly done thoſe Miracles (as many 
Proteſiance themſelves confeſs.) Again, 
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if we conſider the different order thats |. 


i in both Churches, it may juſtly 
aroaze all reaſonable men; che Prieſis 
of the Catholick Church never marry, 
nor enjoy any great Eſtates, that ſo 
they may be freely diveſted from the 
worlds intereſts (as the Apoſtles were) 
to attend wholly to perform their - 
charge in Gods Church, and the con- 
verſion of ſouls, on the contrary, the 
Miniſters of all other Churches do ge- 
nerally marry, and enjoy very great 
Poſſeſſions, and Riches ; by which 
they are ſo incumbred with the world, 
as very feware more, as we daily fee 
by their continual Suits of Law, and 
priping cares to advance tbemſelves 
from one great Benefice to another; 
not at all conſidering, that if they 
were true Paſtours , they ſhould feed 
Gods Sheep; that is, go preacb in re- 
mote places of the world amongſt Pa- 
gans that know not God, as the Apo- 
files did, and as Catholick Priefts do 
tothis day ; and as all. muft do that 
follow the examples and commands 
left by Chriſt , or. elſe they cannot 8 
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ty great reaſon to ſuſpect all teſt * 
new teachers that lie at home at cafe 
and pleaſore, and are-fo far from ta. 2 

king the toil and pains. of converting This is 
Pagans , that many of them will not ©2? ay | 
ſtix to a poor perſon that hies a, dying, may cha 
becauſe they cannot receive a golden dye ane 
Recompence. Again, in the Catho- never bwe 
lick Church there be many chouſands icher 82 
of her Members that are Royally and a, 
Nobly Born to great Poſſeſtions , chat other 1 
quit them all to ſerve God in ſtrict tor: from 
courſes of Religion; as Faſting, hem in 
Watching, Praying, giving Almes 
and many other bodily Mortifications, Death. 
in Religious Houſes, where nothing but 

| the Service of God is exalted. Now 

| FJ wovld fain know from whence the Th- viit | 
doing of ſo much good doth proceed, f bee, 
but from the inſpiration of God \ Charmed ö 
and for to finde one now of any other p acticc. 
Religion, nobiy Born, or of mean 
quality, To forſake an Eſtate for the 
Service of God in their way, would 

be ſuch a miracle, as was yet nerec 
he ard of amongſt them, nor never 

K 4 will 
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4 will be: but on the contrary, all peo. 


ple of all Tonditions take ; their. full 
career in doing what they pleaſe them- 
ſelves; for they will not hear the 
Church, nor Eaſt, nor Pray, nor receive 


the Sacrament but when their fancy Ki 


_ Pleaſes, and ſo are let run in a negli- 
gent ſtate never to give an account for 
their ſinful actions to the Church at 
all; (as God commands we ſhould) 
and fo by this means the flood. gate of 
all evil is opened, for all manner of 
people to plunge themſelves over head 
and ears in miſery and utter calamity. 
I could enlarge my ſelf in ſhowing the 
vaſt difference in many other practices, 
as the beauty and ornaments of Catho- 
lick Churches, when others are like 
Barnes in compariſon of them; the 
Reverence and Devotion of the Ca- 
tholick people in them, who on their 
knees adore God, whilſt others ſit at 
eaſe, ſome gazing, and ſome aſleep, 
with many other practices of the like 
. kinde; but this may, and will ſuffice 
(for all thoſe that deſire to entertain 
truth, and to minde the — of 

Kt their 


Their ſouls) to ſhow clearly which is - 
IGods Church, and which is not; fo 
that which the Prophet Iſaiah foretold 
I here made 75 , that the Church 
of. God ſhould be a plain way, and a 
Kire& way, ſo that fools could not erre 
herein; ſo that all thoſe that intend at 
Ihe laſt day to be ſeparated from the 
goats, muſt now in this life graze with 
Gods Sheep; that is, they muſt enter 
into communion with his Catholick 
| =" , whereof Chriſt Jeſus is the 
cad. 
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